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The Middle Spring Messenger 

April 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 I admit that writing this letter is the real first “last” I have marked; the 

last time I will write this cover letter to you. I do so with a mixture of hope and 

sadness. Sadness for our parting but hope for all God has in store for each of us. 

In parting soon, there are a few things that I need you to know. 

 I have loved being your pastor. These last fourteen years have not 

always been easy for me or for you, but I have been blessed and honored to live 

and serve among you. My children have been blessed by growing up within this 

congregation. My worldview has been enlarged and I believe I have grown in 

faith and, I hope, in love as we have worshipped, grown, and served together.  

 Your future is in God’s hands. You will be cared for and even more 

importantly, God will continue to challenge you to become the people you are 

intended to be within the Shippensburg community and the world. Each of you 

must decide how you will be a part of rising to that challenge but each of you 

has gifts to offer the world through the church. 

 Continuing in love and grace for one another is your only way forward. 

Often when a system is in transition, people get anxious. Sometimes leaders get 

weary. Sometimes people get to demanding their way, or they check out 

altogether, adopting a “wait and see” kind of attitude. None of these must be 

your ways. Instead, as the Apostle Paul said, be “confident of this, that the one 

who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 

Jesus Christ” and live accordingly.  

 As I leave, I’m asked by our Presbytery, as are all pastors, to sign a 

“Gracious Partings” document. The purpose of this document is to instruct how 

to make space for you to form a new pastoral relationship in the future. It asks 

me to affirm that “I understand it is vital that I step away from the life of the 

congregation in every way, including:  

• I will not be a sounding board for any complaints and concerns about new 

leadership or issues in the congregation.  

• I will not accept any pastoral responsibilities including weddings, funerals, 

or baptisms within the life of my former congregation, even if those events 

are not at the particular church; except by explicit invitation that originates 

from the moderator of session.  

• I will be sensitive to my ongoing relationships, including social media. If I 

stay in touch, I will be sure I do not step back into any pastoral role, either 

in person or online.” 

All of this is necessary for your health as a congregation and for your ability to 

move freely into the future that God has planned for you.  

 I have offered a lot of words to you over 14 years. I find I don’t have 

many left right now except the most important ones:  I love you and I will miss 

you, I have been blessed by you and I trust that we remain united in the power 

of the Spirit, continuing in our separate ways, to work together for the building 

up of Christ’s church. Thank you and thanks be to God! 
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Reminder:   

You may pay for flowers 

by sending a check for 

$40 to either  

Gary Russell or  

Ethel Palmer. 

     The Worship Ministry is asking for volunteers to back up 

our church members who are live steaming the Sunday 

services.  We have 3 positions that handle: the camera; a 

laptop feeding slides; and a laptop feeding input (for camera, 

slides & prerecorded sessions) into Facebook and YouTube.  

Training would be observation and tutoring for each position. 

     While we are uncertain of the future of live streaming 

MSPC services, back ups for our current 

members would be ideal and insure 

continuation of live streaming.  Please contact 

Park Bierbower at (717)300-5111 or 

ScoutGuyOne@gmail.com if you are willing 

to help. 

Offerings will be received for the One Great Hour of Sharing this Easter Sunday, 

April 4. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together 

every year to work for a better world. This and other offerings of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) play an important role in defining what it means to be a connectional 

church in the twenty-first century, bringing together the diversity of the PC (USA) to 

focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns.  These Offerings offer 

opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the 

church as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.  

      Lay Readers:  Acolytes:   Song Leaders:  
  

April 4     Jill Corwin   Kemper Dyson  April 4, Sunrise - Dee Baer 

April 11   Youth Fellowship  Noah Henry   April 4, 10:30 am - Quay Stolte 

April 18    Pat Mahan   Kemper Dyson  April 11 - Joe Brett   

April 25    Jan Ile    James Wilson   April 18 - Jan Ile  

          April 25 - Dee Baer 

 
 

Our guest preacher for April 25 worship is the Reverend Donna Christopher.  She has been a Presbyterian 

Minister for eight years, serving as a solo pastor in Western PA for six years and as Associate pastor at Second 

Presbyterian Church in Carlisle for two years. Currently, she's discerning her next call to ministry and is 

happy to spend time in pulpits throughout Carlisle Presbytery. She graduated from Shippensburg University 

with a Bachelors and Masters in Communications and completed her Masters of Divinity at Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary. She has been married to her husband, Justin for almost four years. She grew up in 

Western PA, and will faithfully live as a lifelong Steelers fan, no matter her location. 

 

April Church Flowers   
 

April 4 - Easter flowers 

April  11 - Harold Van Art 

April 18 - Richard and Dorina Saul 

April 25 - Ron and Bonnie Reed 
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Session Highlights from March Meeting 
The Session of the Middle Spring Presbyterian Church met on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. All were 
present excepting Ray Staver who was excused. Also present for the last 45 minutes of the meeting was The 
Reverend Cheryl Galen, Interim Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Carlisle. She was granted voice for our 
final discussion. 
  

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting on February 2 were approved as written.  
  

The Clerk’s Report for February included the following information:  
• Sunday worship in the month of February continued to be offered only on-line and communion was celebrated 

on February 7.  
• The Ash Wednesday Service took place on February 17 at 7:00 p.m., online.  Ashes were made available at the 

church prior to the service to those who requested them. 
• The Presbytery Meeting of February 27 on Zoom was attended by Commissioner Pat Mahan, who was elected 

in an email vote taken February 11-15. 
• At the Presbytery Meeting, the Temporary Stated Clerk reported that Middle Spring’s 2019 session minutes 

were approved without exception.  
• “Bedtime Stories” hosted by the Growth Ministry took place on Zoom February 3 and 17. 
• Lenten devotional booklets were made available through the church office. 
 Being too early for a February report, the Report of the Treasurer for January showed:  
Year-to-date income $43,864.34; year-to-date expenses $27,767.41    $16,096.93 
check book balance $117,277.28; available cash $57,764.26; e-giving $1,829.67 in Jan. 
  
The Moderator’s Report for the month of February was received.  
The Report of the Deacons Meeting on February 9 was accepted with thanks.  
 

BUSINESS:  
Information Items:  
• The Worship Ministry is in critical need of volunteers willing to be trained in the technical aspects of streaming 

the Sunday worship service.    
• Also as a part of the Growth Ministry, Kemper Dyson is leading the youth group in a Lenten devotional called 

Lent-stagram.  
• The Service Ministry reports that Middle Spring’s second community meal on February 25 served 41. Thanks 

were expressed for the volunteer cooks and others who helped serve. 
• In meeting with the architects of Cornerstone Design, the Building Committee asked that a new plan be 

developed that would address the church’s expressed needs but provide a more sensible layout for an 
expansion.  It is expected that any renovation done would occur in multiple phases. 

 Actions approved by Session: 
• Upon the recommendation of the Worship Ministry, Session approved the plans for the Easter worship 

services. The Easter Sunrise Service will be held outside and in person at 7:00 a.m. The 10:30 Easter worship 
service will be in the sanctuary, and communion will be celebrated at this service. The 10:30 worship service 
will be available through the usual virtual streaming and also will be in-person to the extent that the 
coronavirus conditions permit at that time. The opportunity for reservations will be offered to the 
congregation, and the necessary safety precautions will be observed.   

• The 2020 Audit Report was approved, with thanks to Susan Beidel and Jerry Judy for their work this year. 
• Session approved a design for a new sign to be placed at the intersection of Middle Spring Road and route 696 

to direct passers-by to the church. Brad Beidel will be responsible for its correct installation. Thanks were 
expressed for Brad’s research with this project and Rhonda Dyson’s design work.   

• At 8:15 Session voted to add an item to the evening agenda at Pastor Kim’s request.  Rev. Cheryl Galen 
[Interim Executive Presbyter of Carlisle Presbytery] joined the meeting at that time to help Session address 
how the church will move forward in the coming months.  It was with regret that Session learned that Pastor 
Kimberley Wadlington has been called to Market Square Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg as the Associate 
Pastor.  Her last date as Pastor at Middle Spring will be April 18, 2021.  She will continue to be paid through 
April 30 as she takes unused paid vacation time and has use of the manse through May if needed.  

Meeting of Congregation 
 

April 11 
 

See page 10 for details! 
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John Bruce 

Orrstown Personal Care 

3329 Orrstown Road 

Orrstown, PA  17244  

Joan Rohrabaugh 

Room 145 

Paramount Senior Living Ctr 

6375 Chambersburg Road 

Fayetteville PA  17222 

Jean Wenger 

Room 140 

Elmcroft of Shippensburg 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg PA  17257 

The Middle Spring Presbyterian Women’s Association wishes Pastor Kim a fond farewell. We 

surely appreciate all the encouragement and support she has given to the various activities and 

programs the association is involved in. We thank Kim and all her family for all their help and 

participation in our two major fund raisers over the years – the annual Strawberry Festival and the 

yard sales. We are also grateful for all her help in supporting our Presbyterian Women’s national 

fund raisers and for always being willing to help us find guest speakers for our Thank Offering 

Sunday. All these programs are important in the Women’s Association’s mission goals.  

We will miss you and your family Kim, and wish you the best as you move on to a new chapter in your life. You 

will be missed and our prayers go with you.   

Presbyterian Women’s Association     

During the next few months, the Deacons will be working to ensure the 

congregation’s pastoral needs are met.  We will continue caring for our flocks and 

will be available for hospital/nursing home visits when visitation is allowed.  Until 

Middle Spring is assigned an interim pastor, the Deacons have a list of local pastors 

who are willing to be contacted in the event of an emergency.  

 

If you have a need for a visit from a deacon or a pastor, contact Sue Beidel at (717) 729-2619 or via email at 

bbbeidel@centurylink.net. Sue will then reach out to a pastor or deacon and facilitate the contact.  Our Middle 

Spring family is strong and resilient!  We will get through this transition together, and we will ready our minds 

and open our hearts to what God has in store for us.  

 

Deacon of the month for April is Joyce Russell. 

From the  
Deacons’ Bench 
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Bedtime Stories with Middle Spring!! 
The Growth Ministry will be reading bedtime stories to the children and friends of the congregation. The 

stories will be read at 6:30 pm every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month via Zoom, by members and friends. 

The Zoom will last no longer than 15 minutes. If you are interested in reading a story, please contact Kemper 

Dyson at (717)-658-1772 for more information.  We are really excited about this opportunity with the children, 

and we hope everyone will enjoy it as well! Please feel free to contact either of us if you have any 

questions.  Kemper (717) 658-1772 and Jeannie (717) 658-7563. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88522754726 
 

Meeting ID: 885 2275 4726 
 

To join Bedtimes stories by phone: 

Dial one of these numbers: 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 885 2275 4726 

Service Ministry                                                     

Shippensburg Area Community Meal 
On February 25 a total of 41 people were served food through the Shippensburg Area 

Community Meal program.  We are very thankful for all of the volunteers who help 

prepare and serve to make the event so go so smoothly.  Meals are served on the 4th 

Thursday of each month here at Middle Spring.  Our next meal is April 22 at 5pm.  If 

you would like to volunteer, donate or need more information, contact Brad Beidel at 

(717) 423-6705 or (717) 729-1983. 
 

Used or Broken Cell Phones  
The Service Ministry at Middle Spring Church continues to collect used or broken cell phones for the 

military.  The Military Mama Network collects them and turns them into Calling Cards for deployed 

military members and their families.  If you have a phone to contribute please contact Brad Beidel 

(bbbeidel@centurylink.net) or (717) 423-6705 for pickup.  There is also a box located in the Church lobby for 

collection.   
 

College Care Packages 
The college semester/academic year will soon be winding down and thus our college students will need our 

support as they cram for final exams.  Please bring your items for 11 students to the church and place them in 

the tub marked college boxes.  The tub will be on the bench outside the entrance of Fellowship Hall by April 

25.  The items will be sent in padded envelopes instead of boxes again this semester.  Items to bring and 

please only these items because of space in the envelopes are:  SNACK SIZE M &Ms, INDIVIDUAL 

LICORICE STICKS, INDIVIDUAL SLIM JIMS, INDIVIDUAL MAC & CHEESE PACKETS, REESE’S 

PEANUT BUTTER CUPS, YORK PEPPERMINT PATTIES, TOOTSIE ROLLS and JOLLY 

RANCHERS.  Please no crackers or anything that could get crushed in transit in padded envelopes.    
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Nominating Committee Update 
 At the April 11 meeting of the congregation the congregation will elect the needed four congregation members to the 
nominating committee. 
 Last year’s process went very smoothly in part because we had four people who volunteered themselves to do the 
work. 
 Even if we are worshipping in person, we’ll likely still have limited capacity and therefore some people in person and 
some on zoom which will make our normal nominating process harder. 
 Therefore, this year, with session’s approval, we’re asking people to volunteer themselves to be a part of the 
nominating committee BEFORE the April 11th meeting. 
 We’d like to have four volunteers by March 31st. 
 Anyone who wishes to volunteer may call Tim McFeely, (717) 532-8787, who will gladly accept the first four people 
who express interest. 
 When we have four volunteers, nominations will be closed and the list of candidates will be voted on at the April 
11th meeting.   
 This is basically the same process we go through when we’re in person, we’re just doing it over a longer period of 
time! 
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Jill Corwin   04/01 

David Rohr   04/03 

Buffy Henry   04/06 

Megan Silverstrim  04/06 

Christopher Reed  04/06 

Zachary Mowers  04/06 

Levi Kelso   04/07 

Logan Maclay  04/11 

W. Crist Coover  04/15 

Kathryn Wilburne  04/15 

Glen Fletcher, Jr.  04/14 

Evan Alleman  04/17 

Julie Drachbar  04/19 

Robin Dolbin   04/19 

Dorothy Reese  04/23 

Brooke Hess   04/24 

Jennifer Beam  04/25 

Emilie Stuart   04/25 

Marijon Shearer  04/29 

 
 
  

 Joseph and Nora Gehres    04/04 

Nelson and Judy Heberlig    04/08 

Stephen and Robin Beam    04/10 

Rodney and Jennifer Kelso    04/12 

Albert and Arlene Keer    04/17 

Jerry and Dawn Chamberlin   04/24 

John and Robin Moore    04/25 

David Wilson and Carolyn Forbes   04/25 

It’s been a pleasure working with Pastor Kim these past 4 

years!  I’m sad to see her go but my heart is joyful knowing 

new opportunities and adventures await her!  We will miss 

her but we all know she’ll do great things for her new congregation!  

Good luck!!!         

     Mary 

Thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts for the many prayers 

and support given to me and the 

entire family over the passing of 

my dad and through my illness and hospital 

stay.  Thanks to the MSPC knitters for the 

beautiful prayer shawl.   

    Love, Rodney Kelso and family 
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 Phone #’s and email addresses are available in the church directory 

Session 
Pat Mahan, Clerk 

 

Brad Beidel, Service Ministry, Chair 

Park Bierbower, Worship Ministry, 

Chair 

Dane Bricker, Stewardship Ministry, 

Building and Grounds Committee 

Chair 

Regina Chamberlin, Growth  

Ministry, Chair 

Kemper Dyson, Growth Ministry, Co-

Chair 

Warren Jones, Service Ministry, Co-

Chair 

Tim McFeely, Stewardship Ministry, 

Finance Liaison, Nominating Chair 

Ray Staver, Stewardship Ministry, 

Personnel Chair 
 

 

Deacons 
Deanna Baer, Moderator 

Sue Beidel, Co-Moderator, Coordinator 

of pastoral care and communion 

Maury Mahan, Secretary 

Dane Bricker, Pulpit scarfs and  

banners 

Jeanette Chamberlin, Christmas fruit 

baskets, funeral flowers, and communion 

supplies 

Jill Corwin, Holiday and seasonal  

arrangements of sanctuary flowers and 

Care and share 

Jeanette McCans, Holiday and  

seasonal arrangements of sanctuary  

flowers 

Kathy Palmer, Milestone recognition 

and representative to nominating  

committee 

Ronald Reed, Transportation 

Joyce Russell, Care and share 

Janet Sailhamer, Care and share 

Quay Stolte, Medical equipment 

Prayer Chain 
“If in my name you ask me  
for anything, I will do it.” 

John 14:14 
 

Kathy Bierbower 

Regina Chamberlin 

Jill Corwin 

Howard Davis 

Jan Ile 

Arlene Keer 

Pat Mahan 

Eileen Moore 

Stevie Nordai 

Ethel Palmer 

Dorothy Reese 

Dorina Saul  

All members of the Middle Spring 

Presbyterian community are invited 

to be part of our prayer chain.  

Weekly emails are sent out to 

update prayer joys and concerns.  

Please contact Pastor Kim to be 

added to our prayer chain. 

Mission and Vision 
Middle Spring Presbyterian Church called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

 

To worship, we gather 

to praise and glorify God 

to be transformed by the Spirit 

  to forgive and to be forgiven 

  to witness to our faith in our triune God 

  to pray for guidance in our lives 

as we meet life’s challenges 

and care for God’s world and God’s children 

In worship, we experience God’s presence inviting us to grow. [Colossians 1:10] 
 

To grow, we seek 

  to read the Bible for understanding and reflection 

  to learn about our Christian faith and Reformed tradition 

  to be open to new ways the truth is revealed in the world today 

to share our faith journey with one another 

  to become more committed to Christ’s mission 

In growing, we hear God’s invitation to respond and serve.      [John 17:18] 
 

To serve, we reach out 

  to proclaim the good news of the saving grace of God 

  to share our blessings 

  to offer hope and comfort 

  to experience fellowship with others 

  to improve the lives of those in need around the world, 

heeding Christ’s call to “Tend my sheep.”      [John 21:16] 
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The Session has called a meeting of the congregation to follow worship on Sunday, April 11
th

.  
At that meeting we will conduct the following business: 

• Hear the statistical report for 2020 

• Hear the financial report for 2020 

• Hear a brief report from the Building Committee 

• Elect the 2021 Nominating Committee 

• Vote to concur with the dissolution of Pastor Kim’s call to Middle Spring 

 Please plan to be present in person or via zoom for this meeting. Zoom information to be sent 
out on Thursday, April 8 in the mid-week email. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

10:30am 

Worship online  

Make your 

Eventbrite

10am Bible Study 

via ZOOM        

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours        

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours    

reservations 

for Easter by 

midnight

 7pm Maundy 

Thursday

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

7am Easter 

Sunrise 

outside 

10:30am       

Worship

10am Bible Study 

via ZOOM                   

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours              

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

w/communion 

in-person and  

online

7pm Session 

meeting via 

ZOOM

6:30pm 

Bedtime Stories

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservations

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

10:30am       

Worship in-

person and  

online, YF 

leading 

worship

10am Bible Study 

via ZOOM              

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours       

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

Meeting of 

Congregation

7pm Deacon 

meeting via 

ZOOM

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservations

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

10:30am 

Worship online 

in-person and  

online             

Pastor Kim's 

last Sunday

10am Bible Study 

via ZOOM              

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours                                                  

6:30pm 

Bedtime Stories

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours   

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservations  

5pm Ship Area 

Comm Meal

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

10:30am 

Worship online 

in-person and  

online            

Rev Donna 

Christopher, 

guest 

preacher

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours  

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours 

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservations

April 2021


