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The Middle Spring Messenger 

December 

 Greetings! Advent is upon us beginning this Sunday, November 29th. This 

year we’ll be focusing on how to dream. It’s fair to say that this past year has been 

a year like no other for most of us. The disruption and heartache of Covid-19 has 

changed our patterns of living, as well as our connections and the ways we 

connect. Some of these changes have been for the better and some for the worse. 

Through it all, I wonder if we’ve lost the ability to dream?  

 Because the future seems distant, or dim, or for some maybe even gloomy, 

definitely uncertain, we don’t want to look there. Many are simply, and 

understandably, intently focused on today and getting through the day. All of this 

makes it hard to dream. But dreams are part of our hope and hope is what Advent 

is all about! So this year we’re thinking about dreaming and I hope we’ll be able to 

rekindle in our own lives, the posture of dreamers. 

 In worship we’ll be using liturgy, poetry, and images created by Sanctified 

Art, a group of artists and theologians who offer us the theme: Those Who Dream. 

I hope you’ll also get a copy of the Advent Devotional Book which the 

congregation put together. Praying with that will enable you to hear how your 

sisters and brothers in the church are reflecting on what brings them hope, peace, 

joy, and love in this time. There are some dreams contained in the book too for 

which I’m grateful! They will be emailed to you but if you want a hard copy,stop 

by the church to pick one up or call/email Mary to send you one.  

 Finally, I leave you with a poetry prayer to start you dreaming anew:  

All in All (Prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified 

Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org) 
 

It takes strength to dream.  

I imagine it’s that same strength that leads 

people to say, “I love you” first,  

Those three vulnerable words,  

Wrapped in heart strings,  

Whispered, 

Because what could be  

Is too good to keep quiet about.  
 

It takes strength to choose joy.  

It takes strength to push the covers  

Off our weary bodies morning after 

morning,  

To plant weary feet on solid ground,  

And look for signs of beauty.  
 

It takes strength to remember that we are 

not alone,  

But the story starts with bone of bone and  

 flesh of flesh.  

That feels like so long ago. 
  

Oh yes,  

It takes strength to dream.  

I imagine that’s why many choose not to,  

For it would be far easier to simply sleep.  

But there are always those who dream,  

Those who are up at night picturing  

 what could be,  

Because this world is too good not to. 
 

So we say, “I love you.” 

We push the covers off.  

We find solid ground. 

We look for beauty.  

And we dream.  

We dare to dream.  
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Church Flowers for 2021 
If you would like to change, continue, discon-

tinue or sign up for a floral honorarium or 

memoriam at a weekly worship for 2021, 

please contact Ethel Palmer, (717) 532-2572.  If 

you do not provide a response by end of Janu-

ary 2021, your flower request will remain the 

same as 2020. 

 

December Church Flowers   
 

December 6   David and Donna Hartman 

December 13  Richard and Dorina Saul 

December 20  Poinsettias 

December 27  Poinsettias 

Reminder:   

You may pay for flowers 

by sending a check for 

$40 to either  

Gary Russell or  

Ethel Palmer. 

Christmas Bells  By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 
And thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along 
The unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 
Till ringing, singing on its way, 
The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, 
A chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 
Then from each black, accursed mouth 
The cannon thundered in the South, 
And with the sound 
The carols drowned 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 
It was as if an earthquake rent 
The hearth-stones of a continent, 
And made forlorn 
The households born 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 
And in despair I bowed my head; 
"There is no peace on earth," I said; 
For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 
 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The Wrong shall fail, 
The Right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good-will to men." 
 
  By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Christmas Joy 
Special Offerings - December 20 
 
The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, 

through the generous gifts that support church leaders 

among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us 

to God.  Even as we support our current and former church 

leaders through the Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions, God is calling new leaders for our Church and 

world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools 

and colleges equipping communities of color - offering 

students the means for a brighter future and enhanced 

opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, 

the Church and the world for years to come. 

 

 50% of your gifts make it possible for students to 

learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and 

colleges equipment communities of color. 

 50% of your gifts provide assistance for current and 

retired church workers and their families with critical 

financial needs. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and in order to enable as many people as possible to 

worship together with their families we have made the following decisions about Christmas 

Eve worship:  

• This year’s Christmas Eve worship will be on-line only. Our traditional Lessons and Carols Service will 

be pre-recorded and available on YouTube and the church website on December 24th by early morning. 

We encourage you to worship at home with your families at any time during the day, night, or even on 

Christmas Day. 

• If you would like small candles to use for sharing the light of Christ in your own home, please contact 

the church office to arrange for picking them up. We have small white candle and paper hand guards that 

you may take for worship. Please make arrangements to pick them up at the church by Dec 22nd.  

• On Christmas Eve we will gather in the parking lot at 8PM to sing Silent Night, and Joy to the Word, 

and to share the light of Christ with one another. Please plan to join us as you able and feel comfortable. 

We ask that you continue to mask and practice social distancing but as we’ll be outside, we plan to sing 

out loud! 



...called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

 

Due to the continuing covid virus restrictions the Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study group 

will not meet for the remainder of the year. A determination will be made in December as to 

whether or not we can resume our study in January. This has certainly been a trying year for 

everyone and we hope you all are coping well in spite of everything. We will continue to hold 

our congregation in prayer. Once again we encourage you to reach out to fellow church 

members by phone, e-mail or notes to keep a personal connection going with our church 

family while we remain physically distanced. 
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Presbyterian Women’s Association      

 
 

Please Note… 
When entering the church 

during business hours, please 

use the doorbell system and 

give your name to alert those 

in the office that you are 

entering.  

 

 

It’s also time to redo our 

member directory.  Contact 

me at 

secretary@middlespringpc.org 

to update your home address, 

email address or phone 

numbers by December 31 for 

inclusion in the 2021 Member 

Directory. 
 

I’m still taking empty  

12-egg cartons to King’s 

Kettle, just drop them off 

on the bench in front of Fellowship Hall.           

 

We’re still accepting printer cartridges in 

exchange for Stapes Rewards. Thank 

you! 

     Mary 
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Session Highlights from November Meeting 

• The Session of the Middle Spring Presbyterian Church met for their regular meeting on Tuesday, November 3, 

2020 at 7:00 p.m.  All members of session were present. 

The Clerk’s Report for November included the following information: 

• World Communion was celebrated on October 4, with Pastor Kim officiating.  Viewers were invited to participate 

at home, in accordance with guidance from our denomination.   

• It is reported that Thelma Cover Brenize died on Thursday, October 15, 2020.  (She was born on May 26, 1929 

and joined Middle Spring Presbyterian Church on October 11, 1992.)  She was ordained as a deacon on January 

10, 1999.  A private memorial service was held on October 20, 2020 at Middle Spring Presbyterian Church with 

The Rev. Kimberley D. Wadlington officiating.  Burial was in Parklawns Memorial Gardens. 

• Rev. Bruce Humphrey was guest preacher on 10-25 in a pre-recorded message, when Pastor Kim was on vacation. 

• Pastor Kim and Commissioner Pat Mahan attended the 10-3 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery, held through Zoom.   

• On October 19, Pastor Kim and Pat Mahan attended a Zoom meeting offered through Presbytery on how to handle 

congregational meetings and election of officers under current conditions.   

No new report of the Treasurer as of the end of October 2020 was available this early in the month.   

 Last month’s newsletter shared General Fund Summaries for August and September. Full financial reports 

always available in the church office. 

The Moderator’s Report summarizing Pastor Kim’s activity for the month of October was received. 

Action Approved by Session (info only items about the work of ministries is found in other parts of newsletter): 

• Upon the recommendation of the Worship Ministry, Session approved pre-recording the Christmas Eve worship 

service, which would make the service available for viewing throughout the day. 

• Also upon the recommendation of the Worship Ministry, Session approved holding a gathering in the parking lot 

at 8:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve for candle lighting and the singing of two hymns (“Joy to the World” and “Silent 

Night”), with social distancing but no musical accompaniment. 

• Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, approval was given to pay $20 per hour to the individual 

providing technology/media assistance for the virtual broadcasting of the worship service, retroactive to October 1.  It 

is recognized by Session that this assistance is essential if Middle Spring is to continue to make the service available 

online, and it is expected that several individuals will share the responsibility from week to week.  (Hours will be 

reported to Ray Staver, chair of Personnel.) 

• The newly amended Wedding Policy was approved.          

• Having had the opportunity before the meeting to review the proposed budget for 2021, Session voted to divide the 

$32,544 under Mission (which represents 12% of the 2020 budget) in this way:  $18,844 for Carlisle Presbytery, 

$2500 for the Honduras Mission Co-worker, $1200 for the General Assembly Mission Agency, and $10,000 for Local 

Mission.   After doing this, Session voted to approve the Proposed 2021 Budget to send to the congregation. 

• Session discussed the changes that will need to be made in conducting the business of the Annual Meeting this 

year because of the health and safety precautions in place at this time.  It was agreed that the By-Laws need to be 

amended to permit a meeting that would be held both in-person in the sanctuary and virtually through Zoom but with 

simultaneous aural communication. Session approved bringing the recommended changes in the By-Laws to the 

congregation at the Annual Meeting. 

• Session approved moving the Annual Meeting from November 8 to November 22, 2020, in order that the 

necessary additional preparation can be completed. 

• The 2021 Calendar was approved by Session. 

• Commissioners elected to attend the December 1 Presbytery Meeting on Zoom are Kathy Bierbower and Jeannie 

Chamberlin. 
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From the  
Deacons’ Bench 

December Care & Share.  Looking for volunteers to 

bake approximately two dozen cookies and deliver to the 

Church by Tuesday, December 15.  Deacons will put trays 

together on Wednesday the 16th with plans to deliver 

sometime after that.  We welcome help in delivering and 

baking.  If you are interested in helping, contact Sue 

Beidel at (717) 423-6705. 

Deacon of the Month for December is Ethel Palmer.              

Our Homebound Members 
Remember our nursing home and home bound members during this holiday season!   

Send a card to let them know you are thinking of them.  Help to brighten their Christmas! 

Susie Maclay 

7 Village Square 

Menno Haven 

Chambersburg, PA  17201 

John Bruce 

Orrstown Personal Care 

3329 Orrstown Road 

Orrstown, PA  17244  

Joan Rohrabaugh 

Room 145 

Paramount Senior Living Ctr 

6375 Chambersburg Road 

Fayetteville PA  17222 

Jean Wenger 

Room 140 

Elmcroft of Shippensburg 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg PA  17257 

Service Ministry                                                   

Military Christmas Boxes!!!  Please bring individually wrapped 

items such as Twizzlers, Swedish fish, crackers, nuts, chips, jerky, 

candy pretzels, gum, breath mints, small card games and small 

puzzles by December 7!!  Leave items in the designated box by 

Fellowship Fall or pick up is available by calling Dorina at 717-

532-9040.  Monetary donations are welcome too! 

Serving Meals at Christ U. M. Church 
Our next community meal with Christ United Methodist Church will 

take place December 1 at 5pm.   If you can help by providing some 

salads or desserts, let John Dyson know at (717) 532-360-5348 or 

email him at jdyson@sailhamer.com. 



...called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

 Growth Ministry                                                                 Page 7 

Growth Opportunities for Advent 
In addition to the Advent Devotional Book we’ve produced in house here, there are many organizations who 

have made theirs available on line and for free as well. Below is a list of resources available to you with link to 

get to them. We share these with permission and encouragement of the publishers. We’re grateful to all the 

people who shared their thoughts for our growth this season!  If you wish to have print copies of any of the 

resources below, please call the church office. 

Columbia Theological Seminary 

Download an online Advent Journal Advent 

Journal 2020. The journal offers daily scripture 

and a reflection prompt and includes suggestions 

from Columbia’s Spirituality Program on how to 

deepen your prayer life for this advent. To 

download, press control and click here: Advent 

Journal 2020 now. We’d love to know your 

thoughts on the Advent journal and how you 

used it. Please email Julie Bailey, Director 

Alumni & Church 

Relations, BaileyJ@ctsnet.edu with your 

comments.  

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 2020  

Read and/or listen to daily meditations written by 

members of the Seminary community. Scroll down 

to learn more about the various ways you can read 

the daily messages. 

Press control and click on this link to: 

DOWNLOAD THE 2020 ADVENT 

DEVOTIONAL 

If you would like to listen to the devotionals, check 

out this webpage: https://www.pts.edu/

devotional_1 

Presbyterians Today 

Advent and Christmas will soon be upon us, and many congregations and faith communities will continue 

their worship online. Even the churches that are gathering in person will no doubt practice social distancing 

and scale back some of the familiar trappings like choirs singing carols,  Christmas pageants and even festive 

decorations. We can’t help but feel sad that we’ll miss out on this most holy and spiritual time of the year. But 

instead of just resigning ourselves to a watered-down Advent and Christmas, why not take some tips from this 

issue of Presbyterians Today and create a sacred space at home for family prayer, worship and quiet 

meditation during this holy season?   
 

Press control and click here: article from Presbyterian’s Today about creating sacred space at home. 

For an Advent Devotional Book from Presbyterian’s Today press control and click here: 

pcusa.org/2020advent. 

Advent Sunday School Opportunity 

Several of you joined a virtual Sunday school with Columbia Theological Seminary in the spring of last year. 

Plan now to tune in to Office Hours: An Online Pop-Up Bible Study. From Nov. 29 to Dec. 20, the topic will 

be a thematic study on the figure of Mary in the New Testament and beyond. Topics include Mary in 

early Christian thought, Mary in the Qu’ran and Islam, and Mary in Orthodox Christianity and in Christian 

Art. Sign up to get the link here: (press control and click) https://www.ctsnet.edu/advent/ 

http://www.ctsnet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Journal-2020.pdf
http://www.ctsnet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Journal-2020.pdf
http://www.ctsnet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Journal-2020.pdf
http://www.ctsnet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Journal-2020.pdf
mailto:baileyj@ctsnet.edu
https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/File/resources/Publications/Advent%20Devotional%202020/Advent%20Devotional%202020%20-%20Print.pdf
https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/File/resources/Publications/Advent%20Devotional%202020/Advent%20Devotional%202020%20-%20Print.pdf
https://www.pts.edu/devotional_1
https://www.pts.edu/devotional_1
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-1120-home/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterians+Today+%7C+Celebrating+the+holidays+while+sheltering-at-home&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+Today+-+October+2020+Newsletter
https://pcusa.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cucHJlc2J5dGVyaWFubWlzc2lvbi5vcmclMkZtaW5pc3RyaWVzJTJGdG9kYXklMkZhZHZlbnQyMDIwJTJGJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzREFjdGl2ZUNhbXBhaWduJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQlM0QyMDIw
https://www.ctsnet.edu/advent/
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Dick Martin  12/01 

Chris Roth   12/02 

Bill Gould   12/03 

Jeannie Chamberlin 12/03 

Jason Hawkins  12/03 

Ken Helman  12/08 

Nancy Myers  12/08 

Gary Russell  12/08 

Harold Van Art  12/09 

Amy Hinton  12/09 

Maury Mahan  12/10  

Fred Nordai  12/10  

Rhonda Dyson  12/11 

Isabella Stum  12/11 

Sally Sharpe  12/12 

Dennis Drachbar  12/13 

Gregg Mellott  12/13 

Glenn Walizer  12/16 

Shirley Weller  12/16 

Taylor Wilburne  12/18 

Rose Leitner  12/23 

Carrie Krebs  12/24 

Michael Denning  12/30 

 
 
  Jason & Mary Hawkins     12/12 

  JD & Ronda Dyson      12/16 

  Trent & Amy Lartz      12/19 

  Robert & Tamzen Sonntag     12/30 

  Benjamin & Samantha Jones   12/30 

  Jeffrey & Teresa Miller     12/31 
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Does the church office have your current home address, email address or phone 

numbers??  If not, contact the church secretary by email: secretary@middlespringpc.org 

or call (717) 532-8198.  The 2021 Member Directory will be issued mid-January 2021. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

10:30am        

1st Sunday of 

Advent 

Worship online 

and in-person      

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM  

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours                                          

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservation

6pm Youth 

Fellowship

5:00pm Serve 

dinner at Christ 

UMC                        

5:30pm Carlisle 

Presbytery 

meeting via 

ZOOM

6pm Deacon 

training in-

person and via 

ZOOM

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

10:30am       

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

Worship online 

and in-person 

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM  

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours                                          

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservation

& communion

6pm Youth 

Fellowship

7:00pm Session 

meeting via 

ZOOM

7:00pm Deacon 

meeting via ZOOM
6:30pm Ruling 

Elder training at 

church

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10:30am       

3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

Worship online 

and in-person

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM   

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10:00am Bible 

Study via 

ZOOM    10am - 

2pm Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours                                          

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservation

6pm Youth 

Fellowship
6:30pm Ruling 

Elder training at 

church

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM   

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

On-line 

Christmas Eve 

service 

available 

beginning 

today in the 

morning

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservation

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

10:30am 

Worship online 

and in-person

2pm Deadline 

for worship 

reservation

6pm Youth 

Fellowship

10:30am        

4th Sunday of 

Advent 

Worship online 

and in-person    
Christmas Joy 

Offering          

6pm Youth 

Fellowship

DECEMBER 2020


