
The Middle Spring Presbyterian Church USA 

November 29, 2020  - 1st Sunday of Advent 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

We begin a new church year today with the first Sunday  

of Advent. We watch for Jesus’ advent, or coming, among us:  

his return on the last day, and his presence with us now.  

Welcome.  

Prelude  

Welcome The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Opening Prayer     

Call to Worship    (Sanctified Art*) 

I dream of sunflower fields.  

I dream of key lime pie with a mile-high meringue.  

I dream of the days when we could be part of a crowd.  

I dream of playful days.  
 

I dream of empty beds in jail cells.   

I dream of full tables instead of empty bellies.  

I dream of schools with enough money to teach.  

I dream of parents with enough money to feed.  
 

I dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days,  

     then we might forget that this is not what God imagined.  

So today we light the candle of hope,  

     for hope is the very thing that keeps dreams afloat. 
 

May this light be an invitation to keep awake. 

May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who dream. Amen.  

Gathering Hymn    “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”         Glory to God #93,  

                   Blue hymnal #8 or page 3. 

Responsive Lesson   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
1   Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  

          you who lead Joseph like a flock!  

     You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth  
2        before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  

     Stir up your might,  

          and come to save us! 
3   Restore us, O God;  

          let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
4   O LORD God of hosts,  

          how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?  
5   You have fed them with the bread of tears,  

          and given them tears to drink in full measure.  

 

† † 



6   You make us the scorn of our neighbors;  

          our enemies laugh among themselves. 
7   Restore us, O God of hosts;  

          let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
17  But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  

          the one whom you made strong for yourself.  
18   Then we will never turn back from you;  

          give us life, and we will call on your name. 
19  Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;  

          let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

Prayer of Confession   (A Sanctified Art *) 

Original Dreamer,  

Over and over again in scripture, we hear your dream for a beautiful world. 

We hear your dream for peace and reconciliation.  

We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness.  

We hear your dream for community and hope. 

We hear your dreams, and yet we do not open our eyes. 

We continue to live with the curtains drawn, 

the covers pulled tight, 

eyes shut to the realities of the world.  
 

By your forgiveness, kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest nights.  

Give us the strength and the will to keep awake in this sleeping world, 

     until the stars fall from heaven and we live as a transformed people.  
 

Silence     Breathe in and pray…Lord Jesus Christ 

                  Breathe out and pray…restore us. 

Assurance of God’s Mercy      

 ...in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven 

 Thanks be to you O god, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

A Time With Children    

Prayer for Illumination  (A Sanctified Art) 

Lesson     Mark 13:24-37    

Sermon    “Keep Awake to Dream”   by Rev. Kimberley Wadlington 

Affirmation of Faith  (A Sanctified Art) 

We believe in God. 

We believe that God has dreams for humanity. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit comforts us when our dreams turn to nightmares. 

We believe in Jesus. 

We believe that Jesus walked this world to wake us up, inviting us to be the church  

     in the world.     
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We believe in dreams. 

We believe in the power that dreams have to show us a new way. 

So in this Advent season, 

We are those who dream and those who wake up. May it be so. Amen  
 

Offering In response to God’s goodness, we say together: 

  Thank you, O God, for the gifts you give. 

  Enable us to be good stewards of your abundance. 
   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  

forever. Amen.   
 

Words for the Week  
 

Sending Hymn   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”   Glory to God #82,   

                           Blue Hymnal #2 or page 4.     

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude 
 
* Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

† † 
This Sunday’s church flowers are given by Mary Stouffer 

in memory of Libby Myers, a co-worker, mentor and 

friend. 
 

This week you are invited to pray for Krislund Camp in 

our presbytery circle of prayer, King’s Kettle Food Bank in 

local charitable organizations and El Guayabo Presbyterian Church in Las 

Curcitas, Honduras. 

Military Christmas Boxes!!!  Please bring individually wrapped items such as 
Twizzlers, Swedish fish, crackers, nuts, chips, jerky, candy pretzels, gum, breath 
mints, small card games and small puzzles by December 7!!  Leave items in the 
designated box by Fellowship Fall or pick up is available by calling Dorina at (717)
532-9040.  Monetary donations are welcome too! 
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King’s Kettle is still in 
need of empty large  
12-egg cartons.  Feel 
free to drop them off 
at 30 N Fayette St (in 

the bin to the far right) 
or at the church 

outside Fellowship 
Hall. 

December Care & Share.  Looking for volunteers to 

bake approximately two dozen cookies and deliver to the Church by 

Tuesday, December 15.  Deacons will put trays together 

on Wednesday the 16th with plans to deliver sometime 

after that.  We welcome help in delivering and baking.  If 

you are interested in helping, contact Sue Beidel at (717) 

423-6705. 



Public Domain 
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Church Schedule 
 

Tuesday, 1     10:00 a.m.   Bible Study via ZOOM 

                            7:00 p.m.   Presbytery meeting via ZOOM 

Thursday, 3       2:00 p.m.   Deadline for reservations for in-person worship on December 6 

Sunday, 6     10:30 a.m.   Worship Online and in-person by reservation only.     

       See church website & mid-week email for information.    

       5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  YF meeting at church  
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