
 

...called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

MIDDLE SPRING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, USA 

April 2020 Volume 56, number 4 

 

Inside this issue 

Session ........................... 4 

Growth Ministry………….. 5 

Anniversaries.…..………... 5 

Birthdays………………..…...5 

Stewardship…………….. ...6-7 

Church Calendar…….…… 8 

 

 

Greetings! In the next few pages, you will find: 

 Pastor Kim’s letter to all 

 Some preparedness information. 

 Information for members who don’t have any contact through 

electronic media. 
 

Pastor Kim to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are Middle Spring 

Presbyterian. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with 

joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who 

began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ.”  

Okay, you’ve probably figured out that this introduction is borrowed 

from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians, one of his most joy filled 

letters written while he was apart from the congregation and in his own dire 

circumstances. So, it seems fitting for a time like this! We find ourselves in 

circumstances which none of us have experienced before. A time when we 

need each other more than ever but cannot be together. A time when our NOT 

being active in the world physically is what will help the most. A time when 

we may be recognizing anew how important are the bonds which we have 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ. And we do remain united! We are in 

prayer for one another and God will continue and finish through us the work 

God began. But in the meantime, we wait with hope and patience. 

 

While we wait, let’s remember what the church is. In her letter to the 

Synod, Sue Wonderland reminded us of the old camp song, “We Are the 

Church Together,” the 1st verse and refrain of which sings: 

The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is 

not a resting place, the church is a people. I am the church! You are the 

church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, all around the 

world! Yes, we're the church together! 

The leadership of Middle Spring is doing everything possible to keep 

us connected to one another at this time and we hope that you are too by being 

in intentional prayer and voice or email or letter contact with one another! If 

you are able to be connected by computer, please know we’re worshipping on

-line and different groups are gathering via Zoom online meetings to check in 

and to pray. Our session also meets weekly via Zoom to conduct the business 

of the church. We miss seeing one another in person. I miss seeing all of you 

very much! But we will be the church gathered together again in the future! 

Thanks be to God! [continued] 

The Middle Spring Messenger 
 

April 
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Preparedness Information (this list of information comes from the NYTimes tips on preparing yourself and your 

family. The full article can be found here: https://www.nytimes.com or go to NYTimes.com and search for “What 

You Can Do About Coronavirus Right Now” The NYTimes is providing this information free of charge on their 

website.) If you need help with any of the items below, please let me or your deacon flock leader know. There 

are people in the congregation in addition to our deacons who have offered to help as needed. 

 

Stop hoarding!  Panic-buying has prompted some people to fight over toilet paper, pilfer from each other’s shop-

ping carts and even steal sanitizer and masks from hospitals. Make a commitment to your community and yourself 

that you will not take more than what you need for a few weeks at a time. Be reassured that while there may some-

times be empty shelves and delays, food makers are confident in the supply chain. If you can’t find an item, talk to 

your grocery or pharmacy manager to find out when new shipments are expected. Remember, if you stockpile sup-

plies, that means someone else — probably more vulnerable than you — won’t have what they need. 

Stock up on food the right way: Stocking your kitchen to prepare for the unexpected can be daunting. Whatever 

your food preferences, it’s important that you eat the recommended amounts of healthy foods to keep your immune 

system running strong. Have an emergency supply. Two weeks is best, but many of us don’t have the space or the 

funds for that much food. You don’t need to buy it all at once. When you shop, just pick up a few extra frozen 

foods, boxed or canned pantry items and long-lasting refrigerated foods. Buy fresh produce when you can for daily 

life, and save frozen and canned produce for unexpected events, like a two-week home quarantine.  

When you shop, plan for daily nutrition by including sources of protein, produce, grains, healthy snacks, and non-

dairy milks like Almond or Soy which last longer and yogurt which can be frozen. 

Don’t forget your pets: It’s a good idea to have a two-week supply of pet food, cat litter and pet medications on 

hand in case of a quarantine, official restrictions of movement or supply issues. 

And have more than one emergency pet plan in place. A close friend and I have agreed to take care of each other’s 

pets in the case of an emergency. But I’ve also got backup plans with my neighbor and the dog walker, just in case. 

Try for a 90-day supply of prescription medications: To plan for quarantines or store closings, have an extra 

supply of prescription drugs. Whether you can do that depends on your prescription drug plan. Some plans allow 

you to get a 90-day supply by signing up for mail order. Other plans may allow you to request a “vacation override” 

to get an extra month of medication if you plan to leave town. Talk to your pharmacist and your doctor about how 

you might stock up on medication and whether any of the drugs you take are at risk for shortages. 

Make sure you have a thermometer:  Given that fever is a common symptom of coronavirus, it’s a good idea to 

take your temperature with a reliable thermometer. Many stores have sold out of thermometers, but keep trying. 

Drug stores restock supplies daily, so ask when the next shipment is expected. Or ask a friend if they have one to 

spare. Just make sure you clean it with alcohol. 

Know your hospital:  In any emergency, would you know how to get to your closest hospital? Is the closest hospi-

tal an in-network or out-of-network hospital on your insurance plan? Knowing the answers to these questions now 

will help you move quickly in any emergency. And it makes sense to rehearse a little — drive by your hospital so 

you know where the emergency room entrance is. 

Get to know your neighbors:  Only one in four adults knows most of their neighbors, according to a Pew Re-

search Center study. Reach out to neighbors (from a safe distance) about how they are coping with virus worries. 

Exchange phone numbers so you can help each other out with mail or deliveries or pet sitting if one of you becomes 

ill or needs to be away for an extended period of time. 

Keep an emergency bag:  Your household plan should include a list of essentials to pack should you need to make 

a quick exit for any emergency. If possible, you’ll want to bring items like a toothbrush, a bottle of water and a 

snack (expect long waits) and phone chargers. (An E.R. doctor told me phone chargers are the most-requested item 

in an emergency room.) While you should not be collecting masks, if you have a mask at home already, the time to 

use it is on the way to the hospital to protect those around you, including the hospital admission staff. [continued] 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-preparation-preparedness.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=STYLN_coronahub&variant=show&region=header&context=menu?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=STYLN_coronahub&
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Keep important documents handy: In case of emergency, is there someone who can retrieve needed docu-

ments? And would they be able to find them? Keep a digital file or a lock box with essential documents. This in-

cludes things like passport, birth certificate and social security card, but also important health documents, like 

copies of health insurance and prescription drug cards, a list of any allergies or health worries, a list of prescrip-

tions, family contact information and health care proxies and directives.  

One of our members shared that in his home his ICE documents are taped to the counter in the kitchen so that 

emergency responders have quick and easy access to important information. Even if you don’t live alone, a spouse 

may not be able to accompany you to an emergency room. He states, “Minimum Information for the In Case of 

Emergency (ICE) Documents includes: 
 

Full Name and Social Security# 

Copy on insurance card and Copy of driver’s license  

Medications and dosages as well as Significant medical conditions 

Next of kin names and phone numbers 

Note if there is a medical power attorney and advance directives and who has authority 

Others to notify including the pastor 

He encourages us to “place the ICE in a conspicuous place, such as taped to the kitchen counter or in or on the 

refrigerator. 

Make sure your end-of-life documents are up to date: It’s not a pleasant topic, but dealing with end-of-life 

issues when you are well will take an enormous burden off your loved ones should an emergency arise. The 

A.A.R.P. has a page dedicated to advanced directives with links to the correct document for the state where you 

live. You’ll find information about health care proxies, a form to designate someone to make health decisions for 

you if needed, and living wills, which allow you to decide what kind of care you want at the end of life. Many 

hospitals now keep health care proxies and advanced directives in a patient’s medical records if you ask. But you 

should also share copies with friends and family members and keep a copy in your digital or home files. 

 

If you have elderly parents, friends or family members, help them get their end-of-life documents in order now. If 

you haven’t completed a will, check with a lawyer. A will typically needs to be notarized in person, which can’t 

happen if notary offices are closed. Some states will recognize a will that hasn’t been notarized as long as it’s 

signed by witnesses. 

+++++++++++++++++ 

For our members who don’t have any computer access at all. Please know we’re doing all we can to stay in 

communication with you as well. Hopefully you’ve gotten at least a phone call from a deacon and a session mem-

ber. Please also know that: 

• Starting next week, we’ll send a weekly mailing with information about how we’re in prayer for each 

other and a brief summary of Sunday worship.  

• If you’d like to begin receiving an audio recording of Sunday’s worship, please call Pastor Kim and 

we’ll add you to the list of those who receive one.  

• The session meets weekly via Zoom on line meetings to discuss church business. We have stated that 

“Worship will continue to be livestreamed on line until further notice.” We are doing everything we 

can to make worship accessible to all in some format.  

• We did postpone the Chicken BBQ. Save your tickets, we’ll reschedule and get out the details when 

it’s safe to do so. 

• The handbell concert has been cancelled. Even if it’s okay for us to gather by then, without rehearsal, 

the bell choir will be unable to perform the concert. We’ll look forward to hearing them again next 

fall! 

•  You can call me or your deacon flock leader at any time for news of the church, if 

you need to hear an encouraging voice, for prayer, or just simply to say hello! 
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Session Highlights from our March 2020 Meeting 
The March 2020 Session meeting was held March 3.  

The Clerk’s report for February showed an average attendance for morning worship in February of 113. February 

Communion was celebrated February 2, and the Ash Wednesday Service was held February 26, with 41 present. 

Cameron Arlington Miller was baptized on February 16 by Pastor Kim. Cameron is the son of Kate and Jeff 

Miller and the great grandson of Dorothy Nye. 

It was too early in the month for a Treasurer’s report. 

The Moderator’s report summarizing Pastor Kim’s activity and visitation for the month of February was 

received. 

At its March meeting the session discussed the Coronavirus and began to plan our response if needed. We put 

together a task force for addressing the situation and talked about how to respond both immediately and in the 

future. [Pastor Kim’s note: obviously we got to the point of needing to respond much more quickly than any of us 

anticipated. I want to express my gratitude for the amazing leadership on both session and deacons in this 

congregation!] 

At our stated March meeting, Session approved the following: 

• Proposed changes to our by-laws for the inclusion of a Youth Elder on session. These proposed changes will 

be brought to the congregation for a 1st reading and vote when possible. 

• Session authorizes the making of a new bell cabinet to be placed in Fellowship Hall. When we have a cost 

estimate we will work with bells on a payment plan. 

• Session approved the membership request of Joe Brett who will be introduced in worship on Sunday, March 

8, 2020. 

At our special March 24 meeting via Zoom session approved the following: 

• In accordance with the recommendations of the Presbytery of Carlisle, Middle Spring will worship online 

until further notice. Session will meet weekly (online) for conversation about church activity. 

• Session authorizes communion in the home with participants using elements available in the home following 

the preaching of the word and the words of institution during a livestream or recorded worship service. 

• Session authorizes the use of e-giving in whatever safe formats are deemed economical and easy to use by 

Finance Chair and Treasurer. More information to be made available when we have e-giving in place. You 

may set up a bank to bank transfer at any time by calling Treasurer Gary Russell for the information. 

• Responding to the covid19 situation, Session authorizes salaried staff to be paid in full until further notice. 

• Session authorizes the purchase of a Sling Studio for live streaming and recording of worship. 

 

Of note:  The YF Chicken BBQ was postponed and more information will be made available about rescheduling. 

The Handbell Choir has chosen to cancel the concert scheduled for May 3rd.  

The session meets weekly on Tuesday at 7 p.m. VIA ZOOM!! 

Middle Spring, Thank you for all the cards, prayers, flowers and food during my surgery 
& recovery.  Things are going well.  Hope to be back in “fighting” form soon!   
        ~ Sue Beidel 
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 BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
 

Trying to find something interesting to do while staying at home these 
days can be a challenge. Are you wishing you had stopped by the library 
to pick up something new to read? You’re not alone! If only we had 
thought of that a couple of weeks ago! 
 
You know that we have a church library at Middle Spring. Do you use it? 
The library committee would appreciate your feedback. 
 
As you know, we have limited space as well as resources, so we try to make the best use of 
what we have. Our church library doesn’t try to duplicate what our excellent public libraries 
have, but we do want to offer our church family a collection of books that inform and inspire.  
 
Recent newsletters have listed some of the new books that have been added to the library 
shelves. Have you had a chance to look at some of them? Which ones have caught your 
attention? What else would you like to see? 
 
Share your ideas with any member of the library committee. We would like the library to be a 
useful resource for you. 
 
Middle Spring library committee 
(Members of the library committee are Al and Arlene Keer, Carol McFeely, Stevie Nordai, Alice Judy, and Pat 
Mahan.) 

 

Jill Corwin   04/01 

David Rohr   04/03 

Buffy Henry   04/06 

Megan Silverstrim  04/06 

Christopher Reed  04/06 

Zachary Mowers  04/06 

Levi Kelso   04/07 

Logan Maclay   04/11 

W. Crist Coover  04/15 

Kathryn Wilburne  04/15 

Glen Fletcher, Jr.  04/14 

Evan Alleman   04/17 

Julie Drachbar   04/19 

Robin Dolbin   04/19 

Dorothy Reese   04/23 

Brooke Hess   04/24 

Jennifer Beam   04/25 

Emilie Stuart   04/25 

Marijon Shearer  04/29 

 
 

Joseph and Nora Gehres    04/04 

Nelson and Judy Heberlig    04/08 

Stephen and Robin Beam    04/10 

Rodney and Jennifer Kelso    04/12 

Albert and Arlene Keer    04/17 

Jerry and Dawn Chamberlin      04/24 

John and Robin Moore    04/25 

David Wilson and Carolyn Forbes   04/25 
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