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The Middle Spring Messenger 
 

October 

Greetings and happy fall! We are now in week 28 of church in the 

time of pandemic. That’s more than half the year. I know that many of you 

have felt you’ve had a lot more time on your hands but some of you have felt 

like you’ve had no extra time. No matter where you’ve been on this spectrum, 

I’ve heard from many of you that you’re seeking time and space to deepen 

your spiritual practices. For that I’m glad!  

I too have sought to spend more time in prayer and study. Prayer for 

all of you, for the church, for our country, and for the world which we inhabit 

together. I’ve also sought tools to help my understanding of prayer and to help 

me be more focused during prayer. I increasingly find myself drawn to the 

wise women of long ago who devoted their lives to Christ as both nuns and 

laywomen and who poured out their prayer and visions into written pages to 

nourish our souls even centuries later.  

Today I share with you a writing from Angela of Foligno, found in her 

book Instructions.* Angela of Foligno lived c. 1248-1309. She says that “God 

brought her back to him gradually” after living a luxurious, pleasure–driven 

life. Then, when she was about forty, her immediate family (husband, sons, 

and mother) died, at which point she made a complete break from her former 

life and became a Franciscan nun. One of her writings on prayer has been 

instructive. Angela of Foligno writes: 

 God is found in praying. Three types of prayer exist, and you 

can’t find God without these. The three types of prayer are physical, 

mental, and miraculous. 

 Physical prayer occurs when you speak out loud and genuflect. I 

never abandon this type of prayer, never, because sometimes when I 

dedicate myself solely to mental prayer, laziness or sleepiness keeps 

me from really praying. Then I choose physical prayer because it 

leads to mental prayer. 

 Physical prayer should, however, be done alertly. For example, 

when you say the Lord’s Prayer, you should really think about what 

you’re saying. Don’t just rush through it. Don’t try to hurry and finish 

like some little, old ladies quilting.  

 Prayer is mental when your meditating on God engages your 

soul completely and you can think of nothing else When other 

thoughts come to mind, the prayer ceases to be mental. Good mental 

prayer slows the tongue and leaves you speechless.  

 Miraculous prayer is when God - who gives you this gift and fills 

it with His presence - lifts the soul up so it’s stretched beyond its 

normal limits. Then the soul understands more about God than would 

otherwise be possible...These three forms of prayer will teach you 

who you are and who God is. And when you know who you are and 

who God is, you love. 

(con’t) 
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Love is the goal for disciples of Jesus! Love of God and love of neighbor. As you grow more and more in 

the spiritual discipline of prayer, I hope you too find understanding about prayer in these three ways helpful. On 

the days when you are most busy and distracted, perhaps physical prayer is the best approach. On the days when 

you are able to quiet your heart, mind, and body more, mental prayer flows more naturally. Miraculous prayer 

isn’t a gift we should expect too often. I don’t know when and why God chooses to give this gift, but God in 

wisdom balances our need for it perfectly I’m sure. The more attentive we are to God, perhaps the less often 

we’ll receive this gift? I say this because from my own experience, this gift came more, not often, but more, 

when God was pursuing me as I ran away, but when the Spirit finally got through and caught a hold of me more 

fully, I didn’t need this gift as often to know who God is and who I am. I continue to pray for all of you, for 

deepening relationship with God and neighbor and the peace that accompanies.  

*I’m taking this from another book of devotions called Incandescence which is a 

compilation of these medieval women mystics translated by Carmen Acevedo Butcher and 

published in 2005 by Paraclete Press. I highly recommend her book! 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
 

Gifts to be received during the week of October 4. 
 

Together we are building God’s household of peace.  By giving to the Peace 

& Global Witness Offering, we work to share Christ’s peace with one another, 

beyond our doors, beyond our community and across boundaries.  Together 

we are building God’s house where everyone is welcome; where all can find 

compassion, peace and justice.   

 25% of this Offering stays with our congregation to support peacemaking 

and reconciliation in our own community.   

 25% of this Offering will go to our mid council, joining with other 

congregations in our area to support peacemaking in our region.  

 50% of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being 

done by Presbyterians across the globe.  

Please give generously.  If we do a little, it adds up to a lot. 
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Because it seems likely many will still be worshipping on-line during the Advent 

season, the worship ministry has decided to make available to the congregation simple 

advent wreaths and candle kits. Each Sunday during Advent and on Christmas Eve 

when candles are lit on the Advent wreath at church during the on-line service, those 

at home can also participate. The hope is that in doing so it will enable the at home 

congregants to feel more connected while we are unable to worship together. 

The kits will include (3) blue, (1) pink, and (1) white candle as well as a candle wreath 

that will hold four candles. We’re hopeful that you have at home, one candle holder to 

put in the center for the white Christ candle that we’ll provide. Kits will be made 

available one to a family. A donation may be made to cover the cost of the kit, about 

$12.00, as one is able or desires to do so, but it is not necessary. If you wish to obtain a kit please let the 

church office know by October 31, so we will know how many kits to order. You will be notified once the kits 

are available and arrangements will be made for pickup or delivery if necessary.  

Advent Wreath 
Kits  
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Due to the continuing covid virus restrictions the Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study group 

will not meet for the remainder of the year. A determination will be made in December as to 

whether or not we can resume our study in January. This has certainly been a trying year for 

everyone and we hope you all are coping well in spite of everything. We will continue to hold 

our congregation in prayer. Once again we encourage you to reach out to fellow church 

members by phone, e-mail or notes to keep a personal connection going with our church 

family while we remain physically distanced. 

 

I’m glad some of you took me up on my offer to take your egg 

cartons to King’s Kettle.  You may drop off your empty egg 

cartons either in the lobby or outside Fellowship Hall on the bench.  You are still 

welcome to take them to 30 North Fayette Street.   
 

By the way, who needs to go all the way to Hershey Park for a bumpy obstacle 

course ride when you can just drive down King Street for free??!!! Mary 

Church Office                                                            

Presbyterian Women’s Association      

 

October Church Flowers:   
 

October 4  Cindy Chamberlin and Chris Laughlin in memory of Penny Myers 

October 11  Tim and Carol McFeely in memory of our parents 

October 18  Kathy Palmer in honor and love of my children and grandchildren 

October 25  Eddie and Jan Chamberlin and family in memory of our parents,  

        Jamie and Aggie Chamberlin 

Reminder:  You may pay for flowers by sending a check for $40 to either Gary Russell or Ethel Palmer. 

 
 

 

Reserving Outside 
Church Facilities 

 

Pre-established small groups 

wishing to use the outside 

grounds of the church must 

make a reservation with Mary 

(717) 532-8198 even if you are 

meeting at your standard 

meeting time.  You may email 

her at 

secretary@middlespringpc.org. 

Please Note… 
When entering the church 

during business hours, please 

use the doorbell system and 

give your name to alert those 

in the office that you are 

entering.  
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Session Highlights from September Meeting 

 

The September 2020 Session meeting was held September  1.  

The Clerk’s report for September included the following information:  

• Late Summer Communion was celebrated on August 9, with Pastor Kim officiating.  Viewers were invited to 

participate at home, in accordance with guidance from our denomination.   

• It is reported that Linda (Hess) Stolte died on Thursday, August 27, 2020.  She was a member of Middle 

Spring for six years, joining on May 11, 2014.  She was currently serving as a Deacon, having been ordained 

at Middle Spring on January 3, 2016.  (Her first term was from 2016 through 2018.)  She also played a lead 

role in the Children’s Gathering time during worship. 

• Rev. Charlie Best was guest preacher on August 16 in a pre-recorded message.   

• A midweek outdoor, in-person Prayerful Fellowship Gathering was held at 7 p.m. on August 19 on the 

grounds of the church near the Richwine Pavilion.  The specific health and safety guidelines outlined by 

Session for church gatherings were followed.    

The July 2020 Summary of the General Fund from the Treasurer’s Report showed:  

• year-to-date income $154,312.81; year-to-date expenses $146,909.78 ($7,403.03)  

• check book balance $98,101.39; available cash $45,140.18; e-giving $1,861.08 in July 

• It was too early in the month to receive the August report 

The Moderator’s report summarizing Pastor Kim’s activity and visitation for the month of August was received. 

BUSINESS:   

Information Highlights 

• The Worship Ministry reports that several items necessary for continued video in the sanctuary have been 

purchased, for a total amount of $342.24. They replace similar borrowed items (from several different sources). 

Appreciation was again expressed for the time and expertise that Derek Wadlington has contributed to the church 

this year, making it possible to continue to provide online worship services, now from the sanctuary. 

• The Service Ministry reports that the 1st Tuesday monthly community meal that Middle Spring supports 

continues to go well.  Clothing items and non-perishable food items are also being collected for our migrant 

workers this month.  

• Session continues to prayerfully consider what is best for Middle Spring’s members and friends during this 

unusual time of the pandemic. In October the question of whether or not to open the church sanctuary for worship 

will be discussed again. Session agrees that in making any decisions about gathering, for worship or in small 

groups, we will continue to be guided by the Presbytery, the CDC, and the PA department of health. 

Action approved by Session  

Session approved allowing the chicken barbecue sponsored by the Souled Out youth group to be rescheduled, 

honoring just the tickets that have been sold and holding the event as safely as possible.  (Details will be 

forthcoming.) 

PRAYING FOR THE CONGREGATION: Concerns of the congregation and September birthdays were lifted 

up in closing prayer. 
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Do you have a desire to perform a ministry of service?  The Middle Spring Deacons are 

always looking for volunteers, even those who don’t want to perform service in an official 

capacity.  There are a number of opportunities to serve others in many ways.  Below are 

brief descriptions of what each Deacon service ministry performs.  You may find this 

useful if you want to serve, but also in case you are in need of receiving a service. 
 

Moderator/Co-Moderator:  Coordinate Deacon committees, coordinate/prepare schedules,  prepare/

disseminate Deacon meeting agendas, chair Deacon meetings, serve as or arrange back-up for Deacon 

committees, update Deacon notebooks annually, meet with Pastor when requested, report Deacon budget to 

church treasurer quarterly, train new Deacons. 
 

Secretary:  Take minutes during Deacon meetings.  Forward minutes to all Deacons, Pastor, and Clerk of 

Session. 
 

Pastoral Care and Home Communion Coordinator:  Working with the Pastor, coordinate care for homebound 

and nursing home members, coordinate quarterly home communion.      
 

Care and Share:  Arrange to provide meals to those in need; maintain a list of individuals who are willing to 

assist with meal preparation and delivery. 
 

Christmas Fruit Baskets, Funeral Flowers and Communion Supplies:  Maintain a list of individuals to 

receive fruit baskets; order baskets; solicit help to deliver baskets.  Order flowers for the funeral of members of 

the church.  Order communion cups; order loaves of bread for communion (bread that Pastor breaks); ensure 

there is Gluten-free bread prior to each communion service. 
 

Holiday Arrangements and Sanctuary Flowers:  The sanctuary flower coordinator orders Easter and 

Christmas flowers (not the Deacon).  The Deacon arranges and waters the flowers once delivered.  The Deacon 

arranges Harvest decorations in the sanctuary prior to the traditional fall Thanksgiving communion. 
 

Pulpit Scarf and Banners:  In coordination with the Pastor, the Deacon checks liturgical calendar for color 

changes throughout the year and updates the scarf and banners accordingly. 
 

Membership Milestone Recognition:  Obtains a list of membership milestones from church secretary to 

determine who in the congregation is having an incremental 5-year membership anniversary.  Anniversary 

milestones are placed in the October newsletter, and a note of recognition is sent to the members.  
 

Representative to the Nominating Committee:  Deacon serves as a member of the nominating committee.  The 

committee, led by a Session member, work together to discern the movement of the Spirit in our congregation to 

determine who is being called to a leadership position.    Committee members reach out to potential candidates 

and ask them to consider and pray about the calling, then report willingness back to the Session member. 
 

Transportation:  Deacon coordinates transportation for those in need; maintains a list of individuals who are 

willing to provide transportation, and serves as the primary liaison to the church community for this service. 
 

Medical Equipment:  Deacon maintains the current list of available medical equipment; coordinates a time for 

equipment to be signed-out and picked up; logs returned equipment back to inventory. 
 

Deacons take turns serving as Deacon of the Month.  The Deacon of the Month is responsible for gathering and 

replenishing friendship pads each Sunday, identifying any visitors who left contact information and sending a 

welcome note or phone call, delivering altar flowers (after conferring with the flower donator), delivering food 

bank donations, and mailing cards for needs, celebrations, etc., addressed during church. 
 

Deacons take turns setting up and cleaning up communion (2 per time). 

From the  
Deacons’ Bench 
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Remember our nursing home and home bound members!   

Send a card to let them know you are thinking of them.  Help to brighten their day! 

Susie Maclay 

7 Village Square 

Menno Haven 

Chambersburg, PA  17201 

John Bruce 

Orrstown Personal Care 

3329 Orrstown Road 

Orrstown, PA  17244  

Joan Rohrabaugh 

Room 145 

Paramount Senior Living Ctr 

6375 Chambersburg Road 

Fayetteville PA  17222 

Jean Wenger 

Room 140 

Elmcroft of Shippensburg 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg PA  17257 

Our Homebound Members 

Thelma Brenize 

Laurel Lakes Wellness Center, Unit A 

201 Franklin Farm Lane 

Chambersburg, PA  17202 
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2000 - 20 Years of Membership 
Carolyn Forbes 
Mavis Karper 
Alison Rife 
Howard Rife 
David Wilson 
 

1995 - 25 Years of Membership 
Elizabeth Denning 
Ray Staver 
Tamzen “Tammy” Sonntag 
Kathryn Wilburne 
 

1990 - 30 Years of Membership 
Stephen E. Beam 
Buffy Henry 
Rebecca “Becki” Kelso 
Nancy Myers 
 

1975 - 45 Years of Membership 
Robin Beam 
Paul Horrell 
Alice Judy 
Eileen Moore 
John Moore 
E. Leslie Raymond 
 

1970 - 50 Years of Continuous Membership 
Peggy Groce 

Each October we celebrate the founding of the Middle Spring Presbyterian Church.  We also recognize and cele-
brate in five-year increments the membership of our members.  This year we celebrate these 46.  Thank you for 
being part of our lives and our congregation. 

2015 - 5 Years of Membership 
Elizabeth Bricker 
Carrie Krebs 
Jared Krebs 
Dorothy “Pinky” Nye 
 

2010 - 10 Years of Membership 
Doe Davis 
Howard Davis 
Duane Stum 
Peggy Stum 
Douglas Wilburne 
 

2005 - 15 Years of Membership 
Dane Bricker 
Brett Chamberlin 
Debra Coover 
Tracy Coover 
Priscilla Gould 
William Gould 
Kelly Hess 
Benjamin Jones 
Charles “Woody” Kelso 
Kelly Kiefer 
James “Maury” Mahan 
Pat Mahan 
Jeffrey Miller 
Robert Rohr 
Alanna Staver 
Glenn Walizer 
Kit Walizer 
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Help Us Build a Congregational Advent Devotional Booklet 

In year’s past, members of the congregation the congregation  have worked together to make our own Advent 

Devotional Booklets. Those who used this resource found it especially meaningful. Sharing our reflections, 

prayers, photos, poems regarding the Advent of Jesus Christ gave us insight into one another as well as 

significant insight into the message of the season, that the baby we celebrate on Christmas Day is, “Immanuel, 

God with us!”  

Because we’ve been apart from one another for so long and because it is likely this will continue to some degree 

for many of us, we wish to again create an Advent Devotional written by and for our congregation. Here’s how 

it will work: 

• The book will focus on our (4) Advent Themes:  Hope, Peace, Joy, Love 

• We’ll be looking for (7) submissions on each of those themes. 

• Submissions may take many forms: 

• Written reflection on a scripture that relates to the theme you choose. What particular scripture 

evokes hope or peace or joy or love for you? 

• An original photograph that sparks you to think about the theme, perhaps accompanied by a short 

statement as to why the photo evokes the theme for you. We will be able to print these in color! 

• An original poem that comes from your reflections on the theme. 

• An original drawing or painting for one of the themes, also with a short statement, if you like. 

• New hymn lyrics for a familiar tune that help us to think about one of the themes. 

• A reflection on a favorite Christmas or Advent tradition that evokes one of the themes for you. 

• Be creative!! 

• Those who wish to contribute should email Pastor Kim or the church office to let us know on which theme 

you’d like to reflect (once we have seven of one theme we’ll redirect to other themes). Submission should be 

sent to the church office by November 4th so that we have time to compile them for the beginning of Advent 

on November 29th. 

• We will provide paper copies for our non-internet folks and for anyone else who wants one. We’ll also use 

the submissions to send out daily devotionals to our email list and perhaps post them on our Facebook page 

as possible.  

• Please note that we won’t be able to reproduce work already published by other artists unless its public 

domain, because of copyright issues. Anyway, we want to get to know one another better through our own 

work! 

• Please pray about contributing. We encourage you to use this as an opportunity for personal 

growth in the Spirit and to help others to do the same during this Advent season. 
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Serving Meals at Christ U. M. Church 
Our next community meal with Christ UMC will take place October 6.   If you can help by 

providing some salads or desserts, let John Dyson know at (717) 532-360-5348 or email 

him at jdyson@sailhamer.com. 
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Migrant Camp Ministry 
Thank you all for your generous donations of food and clothing for our migrant camp 

friends.  Our suburban was full when we made our delivery!  We had many wonderful 

goodies for the farm workers thanks to your generosity.  They were very grateful for the 

items and were happy to see us. Thanks again for your generosity!   Tammy Maclay  

LAH and the Covid-19 Crisis, July 27, 2020 

“Due to the current health crisis facing all of us, Lend A Hand will not be organizing any work trips for the 

next several months at the very least. We may attempt to organize small, one day jobs in the Harrisburg area. 

This site, www.lendahand.net, will be used to keep everyone posted on future events.” 

https://www.lendahand.net/news/
https://www.lendahand.net/news/
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Katherine (Moore) Beetem 10/03 

Nancy Byers    10/04 

Jerry Chamberlin   10/09 

Susie Rohr     10/10 

Chris Dick     10/10 

Jeffrey, Jr. Miller    10/13 

Paul Gill     10/14 

Linda Gatchel    10/14 

Rodney Kelso    10/14 

Judy Heberlig    10/15 

Richard Saul    10/20 

Doe Davis     10/23 

Pat Cover     10/29 

Kyle Drachbar    10/29 

 
 

 

 
Brad & Sue Beidel     10/12  

Ken & Leslie Raymond    10/16  

Kyle & Heather Drachbar    10/27  

Derek & Kimberley Wadlington  10/28  

Dear Middle Spring 

Family, words cannot 

adequately express our 

sincere gratitude for all the 

thoughts and acts of 

kindness and love, and all 

the prayers we have received during the recent 

illness and passing of our beloved Linda.  She 

truly loved Middle Spring and all of you.   

        Quay and family 

 

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dear Pastor Kim and Church Family, thank you 

for the beautiful memorial service for Linda 

Stolte.  She loved this church.  We rejoice 

knowing she is in Heaven and we will see her 

again.  Thank you.   

        Scott, Laura, Daniel and Kate Stolte 

 

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

To all my dear friends at Middle Spring, thank 

you to all of you who attended or supported us 

from afar thru prayer for Perk’s Memorial service 

this past Saturday.  The love and support you 

showed us was very much appreciated.  God 

Bless You All.     The Ile family 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

9:00am Carlisle 

Presbytery 

meeting online

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM    

5:00pm Serve 

dinner at Christ 

UMC

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

7:00pm Session 

meeting via 

ZOOM

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM 

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

7:00pm Deacon 

meeting via 

ZOOM

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM 

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours   

Pastor Kim on 

vacation

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

10:00am Bible 

Study via ZOOM 

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary hours

Advent Wreath 

Kit request 

deadline

10:30am Worship 

online                        

5:00-6:30pm YF 

at church outside

10:30am Worship 

online                        

5:00-6:30pm YF 

at church outside

10:30am Worship 

online                        

5:00-6:30pm YF 

at church outside

OCTOBER 2020

SUNDAY

10:30am Worship 

online                        

5:00-6:30pm YF 

at church outside

10:30am Worship 

online with 

communion,  

ZOOM Fellowship 

follows worship 

Peace & Global 

Witness Offering

5:00-6:30pm YF 

at church outside


