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Words from Session 
 

     There’s a lot of change in the air!   We’ll try to keep you up to date as much as we 

can. 
 

     As Presbyterians there are certain steps that we follow in finding a new pastor, 

and the first step is to find a temporary or “interim” pastor.  Our search committee 

has been hard at work and is making good progress.   While we all hope to get a 

temporary pastor as soon as possible, the reality is that there are a number of 

churches within our presbytery looking for a pastor, and there are not many 

available.    
 

     The next step is to prepare for calling a permanent pastor that fits our church.   

Rev. Galan, the Interim Executive Presbyter of Carlisle Presbytery, came to our July 

session meeting to explain how Middle Spring can get some additional guidance in 

this period of transition that will enable us to move forward more efficiently.  The 

session chose to be one of a group of churches who will work with a consultant from 

PneuMatrix in this transitional period.  A new transition team from our congregation 

will coordinate this effort.   (You’ll be hearing more about this soon.) 
 

     Another decision that your session has made for you recently has been to place a 

table at the rear of the sanctuary to hold the video streaming equipment.  This 

enables us to remove the technical clutter that has been at the front of the sanctuary 

while at the same time continuing to offer our worship service online for those 

unable to join us here.   The choir loft is now free for the return of the choir in 

September, and there’s space again for the bell choir to play and for elders and 

deacons serving communion to gather at the front.  We’re returning to normal in 

many ways, but it is a “new normal.” 
 

You may wonder why the congregation isn’t voting on some of these things.   These 

are session decisions, not decisions of the congregation.  The Book of Order is clear 

on what the proper business of the congregation is, and it doesn’t include a decision 

like moving a pew or working with a consultant obtained through the Presbytery.  [G

-1.0503}   The congregation does, however, elect the ruling elders and deacons of 

the church.    In electing the ruling elders currently serving on the session, you’ve 

chosen the individuals who do make these decisions.  That’s how the Presbyterian 

Church works.     
 

There are opportunities for every one of us to get more involved in the life of the 

church.   If you would like to know more about how you can do this, talk to a deacon 

or a member of the session.   And if you know someone that you think would make a 

good ruling elder or deacon, speak to a member of the nominating committee.  The 

next class of ruling elders and deacons will be elected in November at our Annual 

Congregational Meeting.    

       Pat Mahan, Clerk 
 

[Members of the nominating committee are Tim McFeely (chair), Danny 

Chamberlin, Paul Gill, Jan Ile, Stevie Nordai, and Kathy Palmer.] 
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Church Flowers   
    August 1 - Allen & Kitty Dugan 

    August 8 - Danny & Regina Chamberlin 

    August 15 - Bob & Kim Barnie 

    August 22 - Maury & Pat Mahan 

    August 29 - Bobby McManus 
 

Reminder:   

You may pay for flowers by sending a check for 

$40 to either Gary Russell or Ethel Palmer. 

 

 

 

August 1 -  Howard Bly  

August 8 - Bryan Fernelius 

August 15 - Scott & Laurie Matlock 

August 22 - Anita Smith & Kristen Byers 

August 29 - Richard & Dorina Saul 

 

August 1 - Rev. Jeanette Mater 

August 8 - Rev. Richard Sheffield (communion) 

August 15 - Rev. Richard Sheffield 

August 22 - Rev. Ann Myers 

August 29 - Rev. Ann Myers 

       Lay Readers:         Acolytes:            Song Leaders:    Ushers:  
 

August 1   Jeanette McCans               Brad Beidel      Quay Stolte    Gary & Joyce Russell 

August 8   Richard Saul                     Kemper Dyson      Joe Brett     Gary & Joyce Russell 

August 15    Ron Reed                     Larry Singer      Jan Ile     Gary & Joyce Russell 

August 22         Brad Beidel                     Evan Mosher      Deana Baer     Gary & Joyce Russell 

August 29         Deanna Baer                     Kemper Dyson      Jan Ile     Gary & Joyce Russell 
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Finally! The Middle Spring Women’s Association group can once again join together in 

fellowship. We will meet on Tuesday, August 17, 2021 at 5:30 pm at the church for the 

resumption of our annual picnic. Bring a dish to pass and your own table setting. Drinks will be 

provided. We welcome all members of the church to join us.  
 

We will use this time together to reconnect with one another for the first time in well over a year. 

After dinner we will discuss our Bible study for the fall as we will be able to meet again starting 

in September. We hope that many of the congregation can join the study group as a way to rejoin fellowship 

within the church and through the sharing of ideas in our study strengthen their understanding of the Bible. If you 

have any questions please contact Jill Corwin at 717-532-8747. We hope you can join us.   

             FOR MORE PW NEWS, SEE PAGE 10! 

Presbyterian Women’s Association    
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Session Highlights  
 
Session Highlights from our July 2021 Meeting 
The July 2021 Session meeting was held July 6 in person in Fellowship Hall.  The Clerk’s report indicated that 

Sunday worship in June continued to be in person but was also offered live at 10:30 a.m. through Facebook and 

available on the church’s YouTube channel and website.   The average sanctuary attendance in June was 55.  

Early Summer Communion was celebrated on June 20, with Rev. Cheryl Galan officiating.    

 

Bibles were presented on June 13 to the following seniors graduating from high school: Bea Fridinger, Alexa 

Henry, Brea Kelso, Levi Kelso, Todd Melisauskas, Alyssa Nori, Hailey Rotz, Tori Rumbaugh, and Colin Taylor. 

 
The Treasurer’s report for June showed that the total income so far this year was $141,437.37, and expenses 

were $111,010.40.  E-giving was $2,993.91 in May and $2,791.05 in June. 

 

The minutes of the Deacons Meeting on June 8 were received. 

 

Following devotions by Rev. Anthony Lorenz (Session Moderator), Rev. Cheryl Galan (Interim Executive 

Presbyter of Carlisle Presbytery) presented information about a pilot project with PneuMatrix that the Presbytery 

is offering to congregations that are in transition.  Understanding that the additional guidance available through 

the program will help us move forward more efficiently, the Session voted unanimously to participate.   Session 

will put together a transition team to work with the PneuMatrix consultant. 

 
BUSINESS:   
 
Information Items 

• The Growth Ministry continues to seek teachers for the Children’s Gathering.  If you can help, please get in 

touch with Jeannie Chamberlin or Kemper Dyson. 

• The Service Ministry reports that Middle Spring’s community meal on June 24 served 31. 

 

Action approved by Session  

• Upon the recommendation of the Worship Ministry, Session approved returning to “normal” in the month of 

September with regard to serving communion in the pews, passing the offering plate, and signing the guest 

register.  (It was reported last month that approval was given for the choir to resume in September as requested.) 

• Upon the recommendation of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, and after careful consideration of the 

alternatives, Session approved the placement of the video streaming equipment being installed at the back of the 

sanctuary.  It was noted that mobility of individuals with walkers entering the sanctuary from the back will not be 

impaired by the placement of the equipment table, and additional handicapped seating will be available. 

•    The request from Sally Sharpe to remove her name from the membership roll was approved.  (She has moved 

out of state.) 
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Jean Wenger 

Room 140 

Elmcroft of Shippensburg 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg, PA  17257 

From the Deacon’s Bench 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!  The Deacons are sponsoring a picnic 

after church on Sunday, September 19.  We would love to 

see all of you!  The Deacons will 

provide hamburgers, hotdogs, rolls, 

condiments, paper and plastic ware, drinks, and ice 

cream from Windy Knoll Creamery.  We request you 

bring a dish or dessert to share, if you are able, but if you 

can't, please come anyway!  We will gather outside and 

under the pavilion, weather permitting.  
 
 
 
 
Until we have an interim Pastor, if you need a visit from a deacon or pastor, please contact Sue Beidel at 

717- 729-2619 or via email at bbbeidel@centurylink.net. Sue will then reach out to a pastor or deacon and 

facilitate the contact. The church secretary will be kept apprised of prayer list updates and will update the 

church website accordingly.    

 
The Deacons will meet at 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of the month from June to September outside in the 

pavilion, weather permitting.   During inclement weather, the meeting will move inside to fellowship hall. 

 

Food Bank Sunday!  Bring your nonperishable items for King’s Kettle to the narthex or 

lobby on August 1.  Please, nothing in glass jars or partially used items.  Your donations 

directly help families in our area. 

 

Deacon of the month for August is Jeanette Chamberlin.  She can be reached at 717-360-3809 or email 

at ajeanette5@yahoo.com. 

From the  
Deacons’ Bench 

mailto:bbbeidel@centurylink.net
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Service Ministry                                                     

Shippensburg Area Community Meal 
We continue to  serve food to local families through the Shippensburg Area Community Meal program.  We 

are very thankful for all of the volunteers who help prepare and serve to make the event go so smoothly.  

Meals are served on the 4th Thursday of each month here at Middle Spring.  Our next meal is Thursday, 

August 26 at 5pm.  If you would like to volunteer, donate or need more information, contact Brad Beidel at 

717-423-6705 or 717-729-1983. 
 

 

Used or Broken Cell Phones  
The Service Ministry at Middle Spring Church continues to collect used or broken cell phones for the 

military.  The Military Mama Network collects them and turns them into Calling Cards for deployed 

military members and their families.  There is also a box located in the Church lobby for collection.  Contact 

Brad or Sue Beidel for information. 
 

Empty 12-Egg Cartons 
King’s Kettle continues to request empty 12-egg cartons.  You are welcome to drop them off in the 

designated box on the bench outside Fellowship Hall.   

 

 

Photo by Kemper Dyson 

Photos courtes  y of Kemper Dy-
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Seeking Justice in the Conscience of Community 
A Letter from Dori Hjalmarson, serving in Honduras  June 16, 2021 

Dear friends, 

In my work, I am usually the only North American. I have a U.S. passport and can travel without 
restriction to almost any country in the world. I have a U.S. professional’s salary in a country where the 
minimum wage is about $1.50 an hour, and most people make less than that. I live in a three-bedroom apartment 
with my cat, and when I have stayed in the Honduran countryside while visiting churches, I am often given 
hospitality in a home with one bed, and I am given the bed. 

What am I doing here? What is that accomplishing? 

I have felt this conflict for nearly four years as I accompany the people and the church in Honduras. For the first 
year, almost every time I visited a new church, trying to get to know people, someone, a church or community 
leader, would show me some project or idea that needed funding. They were hoping that with my connections 
and power, I could swoop in to “solve” many problems. 

But that is not what I am called to do. I am not called to be a savior or a martyr. I am called to be a pastor. I am 
called to accompany. 

This past year, I stayed in Honduras even though the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) requested that deployed staff 
return to the U.S.. There were several reasons I stayed. One reason was that I felt safer in my Tegucigalpa house 
alone than I did with my senior parents and elderly grandmother. Another was that I felt a sense of responsibility 
to accompany our Presbyterian partners here in Honduras. As the pandemic was becoming global, I wanted to 
stay out of love and a sense of call. 

Mainly my work is facilitating theological education. I work with two other women to organize and teach classes 
among church leaders. Of course, because of the pandemic, our work has been largely stalled. We can’t gather, 
and most of our students are rural and have difficulty accessing the Internet and technology. To be honest, for 
years, I had been feeling stuck and stalled in this work, as I observed resistance among “old school” presbytery 
leaders to our “new school” of theology and biblical study. In five years, we graduated only 12 students from the 
program as it was initially designed. Those graduates sometimes struggle to gain footing as ordained leaders. 

But the pandemic, while traumatizing and paralyzing, has also been an opportunity to reimagine our work. 

In March, we started offering classes online. The first class was called Ethics and Spirituality, and as I was 
planning the class, I was trying to think of a good present-day ethical case study. Suddenly, all residents became 
eligible to be vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus in my home state of Utah, and I had my own ethical 
decision to make. Should I make a personal trip to the U.S. for the purpose of being vaccinated? Or should I wait 
in solidarity with my Honduran partners, continuing to maintain social distance, mask, and work online for 
possibly another year or more? Most people in Honduras don’t yet have access to a vaccine because large, rich 
countries have the clout to over-buy and hoard doses. 

I believe the best way to care for my own health and the health of others is to be vaccinated. Everyone who has 
the chance, I believe, should be vaccinated. But as I presented this ethical dilemma to my class, a “hypothetical 
missionary” deciding whether to leave Honduras to be vaccinated, the decision became not so simple. The initial 
reaction from some of my students was that the hypothetical missionary should stay in Honduras “in solidarity” 
with Hondurans. 

We started to analyze the many parties in this scenario: the missionary, her family, the U.S. church, the 
Honduran church, the U.S. government, the Honduran government, the multinational corporations that are 
producing and selling the vaccine, the trade organizations that protect those corporations’ profits, the 
missionary’s students. We also started to analyze the values at play. As my students listed values they saw as  
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important, I had anticipated many of them: the 
missionary’s human rights, the health of the missionary 
and her contacts, the money involved in traveling, a 
sense of justice and injustice we all feel under the 
system we live in, equality, solidarity, accompaniment. 

But one stopped me short: the conscience of the 
community. I’m used to my rugged individualism as a 
white North American, the ability to make decisions for 
myself. But I won’t be able to reason my way into the 
value of the community conscience. I will have to 
humble myself before the community. One duty the 
missionary certainly has, my students agreed, is to make 
the decision in concert with the most vulnerable people 

in the scenario: the Honduran church partners and students of the missionary’s classes, and any unvaccinated 
person the missionary comes in contact with, as well as the Honduran health care workers who have been the 
most at risk of infection and death. “Un caso menos,” one student said. “One case less.” 

Ministry doesn’t happen in a vacuum. Christian ethics must always happen in community, and if the community 
structures are unjust, we all are affected. To make a Christian decision, we must point to the most vulnerable 
among us and say, “this person’s dignity and autonomy matters just as much as or more than my own.” Yes, I 
could decide on my own to get myself to the U.S. to be vaccinated, and I think I could do so with reasoned ethical 
arguments. But I must then return to my community in Honduras, knowing that we all still swim in the same river 
of injustice and inequality. 

A prophet Jesus often quoted says in Isaiah 58: “Is this not, rather, the fast that I choose: releasing those bound 
unjustly, untying the thongs of the yoke; Setting free the oppressed, breaking off every yoke? Is it not sharing 
your bread with the hungry, bringing the afflicted and the homeless into your house; Clothing the naked when 
you see them, and not turning your back on your own flesh?” (Is 58:6-7) 

I believe that Jesus’ ethics in preaching freedom and healing was an ethic of structural upheaval. It meant saving 
not only individual souls or bodies but all of creation, which means overturning structures of injustice, banding 
together as a community against machinations of evil that would keep us apart. 

I have decided to travel to the U.S. to be vaccinated, and I did so after listening deeply to my ethics students, my 
family and friends, my supervisor, and our Honduran church partners. I am glad I didn’t make the decision alone. 

Dori 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/seeking-justice-in-the-conscience-of-community/ 

 

Prayers for those Serving in the Mission Field: 

Dori Hjalmarson, mission co-worker in Honduras.  

Tracey King-Ortega, mission co-worker in Nicaragua; 

Alex Rodas, Honduras Presbytery and Living Waters for the World. 

Service Ministry                                                                              Page 7 
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Automatic Donations are a Breeze! 
 

You may consider giving your donations through your online banking program.  Simply add 

Middle Spring Presbyterian Church as the payee and include our street address:  135 Middle 

Spring Road, Shippensburg PA 17257.  Your bank will send a paper check to the church and 

your giving will be recorded.  You can determine the schedule at your convenience and you 

won't have to worry about writing checks! 

 

Please verify any potential fees with your financial institution before establishing any 

plan.  Additionally, Middle Spring Presbyterian Church can assist you with automatic 

contributions using the Presbytery Foundation.  Contact the church office if you're interested in 

establishing a tithing plan. 
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Bruce Hess   August 2 

Greg McMullen  August 3 

Aaron Jones   August 4 

Alexis Peck   August 4 

Robin Moore   August 10 

Jesse Kelso   August 11 

Collin Dolbin   August 13 

Ken Weller   August 14 

Kemper Dyson  August 15 

Jim Corwin   August 18 

Kyla Jones   August 18 

Carol McFeely  August 21 

Paul Leitner   August 21  

Park Bierbower  August 22 

Cindy Chamberlin  August 23 

Neil Denning   August 23 

John Moore   August 27 

Joey Dyson   August 27 

Teagan Staver  August 28 

Donna Gill   August 31 

 
 
 
 

Mike & Beth Denning August 5 

Ron & Bonnie Reed  August 8 

Richard & Dorina Saul August 17 

Jim & Jill Corwin  August 20 

Fred & Stevie Nordai  August 22 

Crist & Florence Coover August 23 

Maury & Pat Mahan  August 30 

More Presbyterian Women news =>>> 

 

Now that events are being planned again, 

be sure to reserve fellowship hall or the 

pavilion for your gatherings.  Call me at 

717-532-8198 and I’ll get your event on 

the calendar!! 
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 Phone #’s and email addresses are available in the church directory 

Session 
Pat Mahan, Clerk 

 

Brad Beidel, Service Ministry, Chair 

Park Bierbower, Worship Ministry, 

Chair 

Dane Bricker, Stewardship Ministry, 

Building and Grounds Committee 

Chair 

Regina Chamberlin, Growth  

Ministry, Chair 

Kemper Dyson, Growth Ministry, Co-

Chair 

Warren Jones, Service Ministry, Co-

Chair 

Tim McFeely, Stewardship Ministry, 

Finance Liaison, Nominating Chair 

Ray Staver, Stewardship Ministry, 

Personnel Chair 
 

 

Deacons 
Deanna Baer, Moderator 

Sue Beidel, Co-Moderator, Coordinator 

of pastoral care and communion 

Maury Mahan, Secretary 

Dane Bricker, Pulpit scarfs and  

banners 

Jeanette Chamberlin, Christmas fruit 

baskets, funeral flowers, and communion 

supplies 

Jill Corwin, Holiday and seasonal  

arrangements of sanctuary flowers and 

Care and share 

Jeanette McCans, Holiday and  

seasonal arrangements of sanctuary  

flowers 

Kathy Palmer, Milestone recognition 

and representative to nominating  

committee 

Ronald Reed, Transportation 

Joyce Russell, Care and share 

Janet Sailhamer, Care and share 

Quay Stolte, Medical equipment 

Prayer Chain 
“If in my name you ask me  
for anything, I will do it.” 

John 14:14 
 

Kathy Bierbower 

Regina Chamberlin 

Jill Corwin 

Howard Davis 

Jan Ile 

Arlene Keer 

Pat Mahan 

Eileen Moore 

Stevie Nordai 

Ethel Palmer 

Dorothy Reese 

Dorina Saul  

All members of the Middle Spring 

Presbyterian community are invited 

to be part of our prayer chain.  

Weekly emails are sent out to 

update prayer joys and concerns.   

Mission and Vision 
Middle Spring Presbyterian Church called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

 

To worship, we gather 

to praise and glorify God 

to be transformed by the Spirit 

  to forgive and to be forgiven 

  to witness to our faith in our triune God 

  to pray for guidance in our lives 

as we meet life’s challenges 

and care for God’s world and God’s children 

In worship, we experience God’s presence inviting us to grow. [Colossians 1:10] 
 

To grow, we seek 

  to read the Bible for understanding and reflection 

  to learn about our Christian faith and Reformed tradition 

  to be open to new ways the truth is revealed in the world today 

to share our faith journey with one another 

  to become more committed to Christ’s mission 

In growing, we hear God’s invitation to respond and serve.      [John 17:18] 
 

To serve, we reach out 

  to proclaim the good news of the saving grace of God 

  to share our blessings 

  to offer hope and comfort 

  to experience fellowship with others 

  to improve the lives of those in need around the world, 

heeding Christ’s call to “Tend my sheep.”      [John 21:16] 
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135 Middle Spring Rd., Shippensburg PA  17257 

www.middlespringpc.org 

Church phone:  717- 532-8198 

Email: secretary@middlespringpc.org 

Secretary hours: M - Th, 10 am to 2 pm 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

10:30am 

Worship in 

person and 

online

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours        

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

Rev. Jeanette 

Mater

7pm Session 

meeting in 

person

4-6pm PW 

Gathering

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

10:30am       

Worship with 

communion in 

person and 

online

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours              

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - noon 

Secretary 

hours

Rev. Richard 

Sheffield

6pm Deacons 

meeting in 

person

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

10:30am       

Worship  in 

person and  

online

 10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours              

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours       

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

Rev. Richard 

Sheffield

5:30pm PW 

Annual Picnic

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

10:30am       

Worship in 

person and  

online

 10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

 10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours       

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

Rev. Ann 

Myers

 5pm 

Shippensburg 

Community 

Meal

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

10:30am 

Worship in 

person and  

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours  

10am - 2pm 

Secretary 

hours

online                    

Rev. Ann 

Myers   

6:30pm 

Handbell

August 2021


