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Greetings! Well, it’s now been six weeks since we’ve held corporate 

worship in our sanctuary. PA is still under a shelter at home order until May 

8th and maybe longer, but it looks like efforts to flatten the curve of 

coronavirus infections are working in many places. Thanks be to God! Thanks 

also to the willingness of so many who could stay home and did, and thanks 

for the willingness of those essential workers who in going to work, took risks 

for the rest of us!  Even as we have great reason for gratitude, the way forward 

is not yet clear. It’s not clear when and how it will be best for us to resume 

more activity. It’s not clear yet what our new normal will be but we trust there 

will be a new normal and that life will continue.  

And the church? Well, the church too continues! The session at 

Middle Spring and all members with whom I’ve spoken, affirm that we should 

be abiding by the stay at home order so that we can be a part of protecting 

ourselves and more importantly one another and our community. But even 

though we’re not gathering together, the church continues, and God is present 

to us. 

The people of God have long thought about the theology of sacred 

places where God could be found. In the beginning of the history of the 

people of Israel it was important to them to be able to identify where, exactly 

where, they could connect with God. The pillar of cloud and fire at first, then 

the Ark of the Covenant, then the Tabernacle, then the Temple. There was, in 

that time, a specific place with which they identified God’s presence and 

where all people went to worship God. But all that changed with the exile to 

Babylon when people could no longer get to the Temple because they were 

forcibly taken out of their land and scattered in Babylon. Out of that tragedy, 

new understanding came about God’s presence.  

In the first chapter of Ezekiel, who prophesied during the exile, the 

prophet tells of a vision. He sees “something like” four creatures with wheels 

and on top of those creatures with wheels is a throne and on top of the throne 

is something like a human form. The prophet sees that the wheels move 

effortlessly and in any direction and “wherever the spirit would go, they went; 

and the wheels rose along with them” and the throne and the human form also. 

The prophet understands this vision to be “the appearance of the likeness of 

the glory of the Lord.” The vision helps the people understand a new theology 

of sacred place. The throne of God, now a chariot, is on the move! Where the 

Spirit of God goes, so goes God. No longer is God tied to one particular place! 

This was good news indeed for the exiles who could no longer get to the 

Temple in Jerusalem to worship God.  

 While the sanctuary at Middle Spring is special to us, our worship of 

God isn’t tied to it or any other specific place. Neither is the church only the 

church when we gather at the building of the church. The church continues in  
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Pastor Kim is in her office Monday, 10:00 a.m. to Noon or by appointment.  If you need a pastor after 6:00 p.m. 
or in case of an emergency at night, please call her cell phone number at (717) 504-3331. 
 
Secretary hours are Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. 
 
Pastor’s cell phone:  (717) 504-3331   Pastor Kim’s email: revkim@middlespringpc.org 
Church phone:  (717) 532-8198   Secretary’s email:  secretary@middlespringpc.org 
Manse phone:  (717) 532-7782   Website:  www.middlespringpc.org 
 
Youth Fellowship Director:  Jason Henry  Organist:  Ingrid Winckler 
Choir Director:  Pat Frey    Handbell Choir Director:  Jan Ile 
Nursery Coordinator:  Carrie Eichelberger  Secretary:  Mary Stouffer 

Deacon of the Month is Sue Beidel. 
 
May Church Flowers:   
     May 3 Judith Culbertson, in memory of Hazel and Clyde Diehl 

     May 10 Jerry and Peggy Groce, in memory of Pearl Groce-Mellinger and all mothers 

     May 17 Dane and Elizabeth Bricker, in memory of Norman Bricker, Jr. and Galen Karper 

     May 24 Frances Chamberlin, in memory of Jay Chamberlin 

     May 30 Janet Sailhamer and the Dyson family, in memory of Ron Sailhamer 

 
When paying for flowers, please send a check to Gary Russell or Ethel Palmer.  The cost of flowers is now 
$40.00.  November 22 and 29 are still open. 

I would like to thank everyone for prayers, cards and phone calls when my sister passed away.   

~ Mary Lou Ocker 

 

I want to express my heartfelt THANKS to all of my dear friends at Middle Spring for all the calls, 

food, text messages, Facebook posts, flowers and cards after the passing of my husband, 

Perk.   Your love and support have helped make each day brighter.  A special thanks to Pastor Kim for her calls, 

prayers and concerns during Perk’s illness and since his passing.  What a blessing she has been!!   The Middle 

Spring congregation is such a loving and caring family.  God Bless you all!!  ~ Jan Ile and family.  

many ways and takes on many forms! When we gather online at 10:30am Sunday morning for worship or watch 

it later in our homes, there is the church and God is present. When people join together on Zoom for fellowship or 

Bible study or meetings, there is the church and God is present. When a member picks up the phone to contact 

another member or writes or receives a note, there is the church and God is present. When you sew masks, or 

send offerings to the food pantries, or make food and deliver it to our older members, or run errands for one 

another, or join in a virtual Bible study with Columbia Seminary, or record music or jokes for worship, there is 

the church and God is present!  

I’m grateful for Ezekiel’s vision and for our broader understanding of sacred place, space, and time. I 

want us to be together again but not because we can’t be the church apart from one another. I look forward to 

being together again because I miss you and you miss one another and we all miss our in person fellowship, 

worship, singing, rejoicing, comforting, encouraging, challenging, and building one another up. Out of this 

tragedy too comes new knowledge about God and God’s presence in, through, and too the 

church! Look for more places in our newsletter where we are the church including information 

about Honduras, our session’s activity, and other good news!  
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Presbyterian Women’s Association The PW Women’s Study group will not resume meeting 

until September. We will continue our study from the Horizon study and details of the study 

will be in the August newsletter. We encourage all to stay home and stay safe. For those of 

you who are working we will hold you in our prayers that you will stay safe and well. We 

thank you for making it possible for the rest of us to have the necessities and health care we 

need. We all look forward to the time we can return to church and share our worship time 

with one another.  

 

If anyone would like a copy of the May-June-July issue of the Upper Room or the April-May-June is-

sue of These Days, sent to your home, please either leave a message on my phone, (717) 532-8198 

or email me at secretary@middlespringpc.org. 
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Presbyterian Women’s Association      

Remember our nursing home and home bound members!   

Send a card to let them know you are thinking of them.  Help to brighten their day! 

Susie Maclay 
7 Village Square 
Menno Haven 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 

John Bruce 
Orrstown Personal Care 
3329 Orrstown Road 
Orrstown, PA  17244  

Mary Mellinger 
Room 133 
Elmcroft of Shippensburg 
129 Walnut Bottom Road 
Shippensburg PA  17257 

Jean Wenger 
Room 140 
Elmcroft of Shippensburg 
129 Walnut Bottom Road 
Shippensburg PA  17257 

Our Homebound Members 

Deacons                                             

 
 

The Deacons provide a ministry of meals to families within the church who have a need.  If you 
have any interest in preparing a meal or partial meal in support of this ministry, please contact the 
church secretary or the Deacon of the Month, Sue Beidel.  Your name will be added to the list.  
When there is a need, the Deacon in charge of this Care and Share Ministry may contact you to 
check on your availability. 

Care and Share 
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Session Highlights from our April 2020 Meeting 

The session meets most weeks on Tuesday at 7 p.m. VIA ZOOM!! 

The April 2020 Session meeting was held April 7 through Zoom.   

 

The Clerk’s report for March showed an average attendance for morning worship at the church on the first two 

Sundays of March was 100.   Lenten Communion was celebrated March 1, and home communion was taken to 

seven individuals by Pastor Kim, elders, and deacons.   

 

In the middle of the month, all gatherings at Middle Spring were cancelled.  Beginning on March 15, Sunday 

worship was offered live at 10:30 a.m. through Facebook, and by March 22, the worship service was also 

available on the church’s YouTube channel and the church’s website.  (No accurate count of viewers is available 

for these Sundays.)   

 

The Treasurer’s report for February showed that the total income so far this year was $51,258.84, and expenses 

were $57,168.90.  (Total income year to date was $5,910.06 less than expenses year to date.) 

 
The Moderator’s report summarizing Pastor Kim’s activity and visitation for the month of March was received. 
 
At our special March 31 meeting via Zoom session discussed the following: 
     E-giving on our website through the Presbyterian Foundation to the General Fund. [Please note that this 

service is now available. If you choose to give this way, please consider taking advantage of the offer to add on 

2% of your gift to cover the fees we are charged by the Presbyterian Foundation. Of course, you may always mail 

your offering to the church as well.] 

     After discussing at some length how Facebook giving would work, particularly the fact that an email 

confirmation of a donation would take the place of a notation on the annual church statement for an individual, 

Session voted unanimously to approve proceeding with Facebook giving as well. [Not yet available.] 

     Proposed Building Project: After receiving proposals, the session did hire civil engineer, Grant Marshall, to do 

the necessary survey work and site planning to continue to develop our proposed building plans. Session decided 

that we should continue to gather information, using the funds left to the church by Kurtz Handshew, which 

cannot be used for any other purpose besides a building expansion. The architect will move ahead as well once 

information is received from the civil engineer. Our plans for congregational presentations and a large 

congregational meeting remain the same, and the dates are, of course, to be determined, as they are dependent 

both on having final drawings from the architect and an end to our need to shelter in place. While it may be quite 

some time before we can move ahead with these meetings, we want to be ready when the time comes! 

 
And from our April 2020 meeting via Zoom: 

• There will be no Festival this year. The Women’s Association has cancelled this event. 

• Jason gathers the youth on Zoom every Thursday and Sunday evening for fellowship and 

conversation. 

• John Dyson reported that REACH will not be going to North Carolina this summer.  The youth 

mission event will be something local, and the youth will need helpers here.  John has asked us to 

think about how we can help. 

• Members of the church who currently are unable to join in online worship will be asked if they would 

like to receive a CD or DVD of the worship services. 

• Session authorized postponing the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering (which is usually 
received on Easter) until a later date. 
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BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS        Keep on reading! 
 
Share your ideas with any member of the library committee. We would 
like the library to be a useful resource for you. 
 
Middle Spring library committee 
(Members of the library committee are Al and Arlene Keer, Carol McFeely, Stevie 

Janice Ile         05/01 

Joyce Russell    05/02 

Austin Kelso    05/04 

Cooper Kiefer  05/05 

Todd Melisauskas   05/05 

Ray Staver    05/07 

Kathy Bierbower  05/08 

John Alleman   05/09 

Drake Beam   05/09 

Jill Hudock    05/09 

Brianna Lartz   05/14 

Michelle Mosher   05/14 

Jeanette McCans   05/15 

Ronald Chamberlin   05/21 

Nicholas Drachbar   05/21 

Bonnie Reed    05/21 

Michele Clouser   05/22 

Nelson Heberlig   05/23 

Stephen Beam   05/26 

Thelma Brenize   05/26 

Thomas Dick    05/26 

Lisa Swartz   05/27 

Dick Weller    05/29 

Frances Chamberlin  05/29 

Tammy Sonntag  05/29 

 
 

Warren and Kyla Jones                 05/01 

Dennis and Julie Drachbar           05/11  

Danny and Regina Chamberlin   05/12  

Howard and Doe Davis                    05/20 

Dane and Elizabeth Bricker             05/21 

Kenneth and Judy Weller                 05/22 

Charles and Judith Culbertson         05/24 

Tim and Christine Wyrick               05/25 

Tracy and Debra Coover                    05/29 

Paul and Gretchen Leitner                 05/29 
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A letter from Dori Jhalmarson, servicing in Honduras --  Feeding a Beleaguered People 

     I have been in my house in Tegucigalpa for nearly four weeks. Since the country went into lockdown to 
prevent the spread of the new coronavirus, I have only left the house once. I took one brief trip to the airport to 
drop off a friend who got a ticket on one of the last commercial flights out of the country. As country after 
country began closing borders and ordering residents to stay home, Presbyterian World Mission gave all mission 
co-workers the option of returning to the United States. For me, it wasn’t a terribly difficult decision to stay in 
my adoptive home. I live alone. I have friendly and supportive neighbors and find daily comfort in my support 
network of Honduran citizens and North American residents of Hondurans who are also staying home. 

     I have been in daily contact with friends both local and across the globe. I have had regular reminiscence 
sessions with college buddies via Marco Polo. My parents threw me a Zoom birthday party for my 40th. I have 
been baking, crocheting, watching movies, consuming too much news, and also attending quite a lot of church on 
Facebook Live. 

     My home presbytery asked me to submit a short video for its planned online Easter service, asking 
participants to reflect on what has given them hope in recent weeks leading up to Resurrection Sunday. I could 
only talk about the activities of my mission partners, the Evangelical Presbyterian Mission of Honduras. As the 
country went into its second week of police-enforced lockdown, the leaders of this small but mighty church 
started counting: How many bags of beans do we need? How many families will be really strapped? How much 
money do we have available right now? The leaders started collecting donations from partners, calling to seek 
permission to travel, and placing orders with food wholesalers. Because of social distance mandates, the job of 
assembling food bags fell to one family. On Palm Sunday, two pairs of church members with two trucks drove 
out to deliver 250 bags of basic necessities to families across the 27 congregations of the presbytery. They plan to 
do it all again as soon as possible. 

     Watching this effort via WhatsApp messages from my colleague Alex Rodas, I told him, “Thank you for your 
servant’s heart and love for your neighbor.” He responded, “I thank the church for the opportunity to serve.” 

     Walking alongside partners like Alex: This is what gives me hope. 

     Some of the church’s food distribution effort is being funded by an emergency COVID-19 response grant 
from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance agency. Thank you to all individuals and congregations who fund 
PDA.If you would like to contribute to the mission’s emergency food aid effort and don’t have a connection 
through your own presbytery, you can give here: http://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/E051650/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         (Left) The Rodas-Samayoa family, because of social distance mandates, worked alone to assemble 250 bags of  

         emergency food assistance for Presbyterian families. (Right) A week's worth of food aid for a family includes five      

         pounds of beans, five pounds of rice, and five pounds of corn flour and costs around $12-$15. (Photos: Alex Rodas) 

 

     It now feels like ages ago, but one of my major activities in January and February was to help host a 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program travel study seminar to examine the issues surrounding migration in the 
northern part of Central America: Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. [continued] 
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International migration is normalized here and, at the same time, criminalized. Nearly everyone in the 

country has some family member or close friend “en el norte” in the United States, or to a lesser extent, Europe. 

“Migration in this country is also a rebellion, an act of transnational civil disobedience, of protest against the 

country, and the government that has abandoned us,” said a young person who works for an organization that 

protects women and children who experience forced migration. She spoke at a newly organized forum for 

political and social debate. 

     The Honduran government over the past ten years has been investing less and less in public health and 
education, and more and more in prisons, arms, and police equipment. Besides the activity of gangs who extort 
businesspeople and citizens, narcotraffickers who have connections to the highest levels of government, and an 
economy dependent on remittances from overseas, many experts say that one of the factors pushing migrants 
from Honduras is the pervasive corruption and lack of confidence in the government’s will or ability to serve its 
everyday citizens. 

     Meanwhile, U.S. officials have been operating on the Guatemala-Honduras border, turning back Hondurans 
they suspect of intending to continue north, although regional agreements should guarantee safe travel between 
the two countries with only a national ID. 

     The United States government is trying to dissuade asylum seekers by forcing them to wait in other countries, 
by separating children from parents, and by manipulating Mexico and Central American countries into aligning 
with U.S. policy instead of their own regional agreements and interests. At the same time, the U.S. government 
has cut off aid to programs intended to fight corruption and impunity in Honduras, as well as looking the other 
way as Honduras’ leaders expel international corruption fighters and continue to repress public protest of its 
leadership. 

     As of mid-March, caravans were continuing to leave Honduras. They stood little chance of reaching the U.S. 
border. In two months, nearly 12,500 people have been returned to Honduras from Mexico or the United States. 
This number does not count the hundreds who have been turned back at the Guatemala border. 

     Meanwhile, despite border closings and the threat of spreading the coronavirus between our two countries, 
deportation flights from the United States continued to land in Honduras. U.S. citizens, seeking virus-related 
evacuation, were sold seats on the returning ICE-chartered planes. A friend who works for the United Nations in 
Honduras reported that the U.N. was setting up temporary quarantine shelters to house deported migrants for two 
weeks after they had landed. 

     Please continue to pray for Central America, particularly Honduras, for all people on the migrant route 
between our two countries, and all people waiting on the border or in third countries. Pray that our governments 
will protect their dignity and human rights, that their safety will be assured, and that our communities will survive 
this long walk through the valley of the shadow of death. May we fear no evil. 

     I covet your prayers and community at this time. I feel personally safe and healthy, although lonely and 
longing for a hug from a friend, any friend, and a milkshake from my favorite coffee house here in Tegucigalpa. 
Thank you for your continued support and care for me and the people of Honduras. Please consider giving to my 
sending and support fund through your congregation or presbytery, or at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/missionconnections/dori-hjalmarson/               -Dori 

 

And from Pastor Kim, an update on our Presbytery’s relationship with Honduras: 

This past Monday I would have been on a plane to Honduras with a team from Carlisle Presbytery. I was 

sad not to be able to take the trip, especially knowing that we’ve decided with our partners in Honduras that it’s 

better not to take any trips there at all this year. We’ve made that decision together for the sake of everyone’s 

health and safety but also because we agree that resources which would have been used for travel might be better 

used this year. Normally our Honduran friends insist that IF they have to choose between having us visit and 

having financial support, they would much rather have us visit because of the mutual encouragement and 

upbuilding that happens when we’re together. This year is different.  [continued] 
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     As you read in Dori’s letter, circumstances in Honduras are very difficult right now; more difficult than 
normal. The Presbyterian church in Honduras is working to put together food distributions to help those who 
aren’t working and don’t have money for food. With our help, they’re hoping to include neighbors in the villages 
of the churches too. To that end, our Carlisle Presbytery is sending $6,603.00 to the church in Honduras to help 
with food aid. We’re also going to send enough funding for two homes to be built this year. A family has been 
identified for the first home which we would have begun building this week. They are the family of Ramos 
Guevara and they belong to Peña de Horeb Presbyterian Church. The members of the family include Vicente 
Ramos and Carolina Ramos, Heydi (25), Enrique (10), and Violeta (23 months).  

     When it’s safe to do so, the family and the church will have the funds they need to build this new home.  The 
church continues and God is present! 
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