
 

...called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

MIDDLE SPRING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, USA 

June 2020 Volume 56, number 6 

 

Inside this issue 

Worship Ministry ……….. 3 

Session ........................... 4  

Church Office ……………….5 

Women’s Association …..5 

Deacons ……………………… 5 

Growth Ministry………….. 6 

Service Ministry …………. 6 

Anniversaries.…..………... 7 

Birthdays………………..…...7 

Stewardship…………….. ...8,9 

Church Calendar…….…… 10 

 

     Good morning! In worship this past Sunday, I asked you to be on the lookout 

for some questions to ponder and to which, as an offering of yourself, I hope 

you’ll respond. Those questions can be found at the end of this letter but the 

lead up to them helps put them in context. I’m writing to you during the week 

prior to Pentecost, the day we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit in the life of 

the church. The Biblical story of Pentecost begins, “When the day of Pentecost 

had come, they were all together in one place.” Reading that text this Sunday 

will be bittersweet. It’s a reminder that we’re not all gathered in one place but it 

will also be an opportunity for us to think anew about what it means to be the 

church!  

     As I reflected on this coming Sunday and remembered this past Sunday’s 

celebration of graduates, I realized some connections we all have because of the 

time in which we’re living. As we’ve done in the past, we encouraged our high 

school graduates to remember that we remain united in Christ and to especially 

remember that as they go out into the world, they’re invited and encouraged to 

remain grounded in Christ. We said, “In God you live and move and have your 

being and you’re now being invited to explore the world grounded in the larger 

story of God’s reconciling love for you and for the world.” 

     What if we each took that as our own calling for this covid 19 time as well? 

While we aren’t able to be the church gathered in one place, we are still the 

church and now we are even more so the church in the world grounded in the 

God in whom we live and move and have our being! Our Presbytery has 

encouraged us to think about what it means to be “the body of Christ dispersed, 

deployed, and distributed.” Our interim Executive Presbyter, Cheryl Galan, 

writes: 

We know what it means to be the body of Christ centered in the worship 

and mission of a sanctuary-based congregation. Now we’re learning 

what it means to experience and live in Christ beyond church 

walls. While we’ve focused quite a bit on the physical dangers brought 

by the pandemic, there is also a spiritual danger: that we would hurry 

past God’s invitation to learn what it looks like to make God’s love 

obvious and evident to our neighbors, as we are dispersed [emphasis 

added]. There’s also the risk that we’d miss opportunities to represent 

God’s realm the way Jesus did…like the yeast in all that bread we're 

baking or like the mustard seed which becomes a tree whose branches 

offer nesting places for the birds (Matthew 13:31-33). As we learn and 

practice new forms of care for individuals, families and communities 

from the isolation of our homes, we develop essential capacities for a 

new and vital witness…in the marketplace, in schools and businesses, in 

government, in health care settings, in nature, in sports and 

entertainment venues…inhabiting and transforming all of the institutions 

of society through God’s sheltering and life-sustaining love.  [continued] 
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     The people of God have long been asked to be the people of God no matter where they find themselves. Those 

who were exiled to Babylon sought to learn how to sing the Lord’s song in a strange land (Ps 137:1). Through the 

prophet Jeremiah, God instructs the people to, “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce…seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in 

its welfare you will find your welfare (Jeremiah 29:5,7).”  We too have an opportunity to learn anew how to sing 

the Lord’s song for this time and place and an opportunity to seek the common good and spread God’s good 

news in the new places we’re planted. 

I’ve begun to think with Middle Spring’s leadership about questions that I hope will help us come out of this 

pandemic situation into a new normal; one in which the church is stronger, more flexibile, and more creative in 

order to work toward some of the God given goals we’ve identified for our life together. If you remember back to 

when we began our building project discussion, we focused not only on the need to take a look at our physical 

plant but also at our ministry in the community. I’m hopeful that thinking about some of these questions in this 

different time of adaptation and experimentation will result in new life and transformation on the other side of 

this.  

     And now here are those questions I’d like you to ponder and answer! These questions are inspired by/taken 

from “in the meantime” questions that Cheryl Galan encouraged churches to think about. Ponder them all or pick 

a few. You can write to anyone on session with your reflections, or to me. Reflections can be as simple as 

thoughts jotted on a piece of paper or in an email about each or some of the questions. You won’t be judged on 

quality of writing or grammar! We just want to hear from you.  

•   Our church’s mission statement is, “Middle Spring Presbyterian Church called together by God to 

worship, grow, and serve.” In this time of not being physically together, how have you been able to 

participate in and be a representative of the church’s mission? 

•   What has been life giving about your/our activity during this pandemic and why? 

•   What underlying values and/or biblical and theological commitments are reflected in these life-giving 

practices? 

•   What would you now say are the essentials, when it comes to our church’s expression of the gospel? 

•   Of what could we permanently let go, and what do we want to take with us into the new world that is 

rapidly upon us? 

•   As difficult as this has been, what do these disruptions make possible? 

•   What are the divine opportunities, when neighbors are out of their routines and churches are out of their 

buildings? 

•   Given what you’re seeing now, to what is God calling our congregation, on the other side of this 

pandemic? 

 
Thank you for your time, your thoughtfulness, and your participation in the life of our church’s 
mission and ministry! 
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Hopefully you’ve seen this published already but if not, please be aware that “As we continue to explore what is 

best for our worshipping community, Middle Spring will continue to worship only online as long as Cumberland 

and Franklin Counties are in the yellow zone (and probably for longer). As more guidance about the green phase 

is issued from the PA Dept. of Health, the CDC, and our Presbytery, we will continue to carefully consider what 

is best for our congregation.” Worship will continue at 10:30 a.m. through the summer and can be live streamed 

on Facebook at 10:30 or viewed as a recording on our website (www.middlespringpc.org) and YouTube 

(Middle Spring on YouTube) by noon each Sunday.  

Pastor Kim is in her office Monday, 10:00 a.m. to Noon or by appointment.  If you need a pastor after 6:00 p.m. 
or in case of an emergency at night, please call her cell phone number at (717) 504-3331. 
 
Secretary hours are Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. 
 
Pastor’s cell phone:  (717) 504-3331   Pastor Kim’s email: revkim@middlespringpc.org 
Church phone:  (717) 532-8198   Secretary’s email:  secretary@middlespringpc.org 
Manse phone:  (717) 532-7782   Website:  www.middlespringpc.org 
 
Youth Fellowship Director:  Jason Henry  Organist:  Ingrid Winckler 
Choir Director:  Pat Frey    Handbell Choir Director:  Jan Ile 
Nursery Coordinator:  Carrie Eichelberger  Secretary:  Mary Stouffer 

 
Church Flowers:   
     June 7 Paul and Donna Gill in memory of Paul and Alta Gill and Lester and Lorene Myers 
     June 14 Dennis and Michaella Mowers in memory of Harold and Mary Jane Mowers 
     June 21 David and Susan Rohr in memory of their parents 
     June 28 Cindy Chamberlin, Gary and Joyce Russell in memory of Aunt Jean and Uncle Merle Myers 
 
     July 5 Ray Staver in memory of Arthur and Gertrude Staver 
     July 12 Bob and Betty Harper in memory of loved ones 
     July 19 Jim and Jill Corwin in memory of their parents 
     July 26 Cindy Chamberlin in memory of loved ones 
 
When paying for flowers, please send a check to Gary Russell or Ethel Palmer.  The cost of flowers is now 
$40.00. 

Hearty thanks to all, especially Kim and Derek for their creative video productions and 

meaningful services.  They connect me to church!  I liked seeing Luna there too.  Special thanks to 

Joyce Russell and Sue Beidel who prepared and delivered delicious foods to me recently.  That was 

kind and thoughtful!  Thank you also to Fred Nordai, Ron Reed and Quay Stolte for many rides to 

church.  Much appreciated!  I wish to all safety and blessings during our difficult times of covid 19.  

God will be our strength!  Fondly, Joan Schroeder (717-660-2282). 

 

Dear Pastor Kim and Middle Spring congregation, I would like to thank you for the bible you gave me and for 

wishing me luck in the future.  I understand that God will be with me on all my journeys in the future.  I thank 

you for everything you have all done for me.  Thank you, Seth Pearson 
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Session Highlights from our May 2020 Meeting 

 

 

The Clerk’s report for April indicated in keeping with the continued practice, begun on March 15, Sunday 
worship in the month of April was offered live at 10:30 a.m. through Facebook and was available on the church’s 
YouTube channel and website.  On April 9 at 7 p.m., the Maundy Thursday Service was also offered live on 
Facebook and later on the website and YouTube channel. Communion liturgy was a part of the Maundy 
Thursday and Easter services, and viewers were invited to participate at home, in accordance with guidance from 
our denomination.  

The Clerk reported the death of faithful friend of the church Harold (Perk) Ile on Thursday, April 2, 2020.   

Online giving was in place on the church’s website by April 20. 

The Treasurer’s report for March showed that the total income so far this year was $66,494.40, and expenses 
were $76,618.96 (Total income year to date was $10,124.56 less than expenses year to date.) 
 
The Moderator’s report summarizing Pastor Kim’s activity for the month of April was received. 
 
Items for information: The Worship Ministry recommended the cancellation of the annual Memorial Day 
observance and Pastor Kim will have an appropriate post on Facebook.  
 
In the Growth Ministry, possibilities for the youth to be involved in some local mission work this summer are 
being considered. Session stressed the importance of safety for all involved, and it was agreed that our part of the 
state needs to be in the “green” phase for this kind of group work to take place. 
 
Action approved by Session on May 4, 2020: 

Looking ahead to Sunday worship in the coming months, Session agreed to do what is necessary to improve 
internet access at the church so that the worship service can be streamed from the sanctuary. 

Session approved this new statement regarding worship, to be sent to the congregation in an email or mailed 
letter:  The Session continues to monitor the situation regarding reopening.  We will follow all state and 
CDC guidelines and recommendations.  We have chosen not to set a date for reopening at this time but 
will continue to worship online. Discussion will continue as the state makes progress in reopening. 
 

The Session of the Middle Spring Presbyterian Church also met in a Special Meeting called by the Moderator for 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.    
 
Actions approved by Session on May 19, 2020: 

Having researched the safety protocols put in place by the Board of Elections and having specified that the 
stairs are not to be accessible and the kitchen is not to be used, Session unanimously agreed to allow the 
June 2 primary election to take place at Middle Spring.  (Cleaning following the election will take place 
after a period of seven days.)  

Session approved the following revised statement regarding worship:  

As we continue to explore what is best for our worshipping community, Middle Spring will continue to 
worship only online as long as Cumberland and Franklin Counties are in the yellow zone (and 
probably for longer). As more guidance about the green phase is issued from the PA Dept. of Health, 
the CDC, and our Presbytery, we will continue to carefully consider what is best for our 
congregation.  

Session voted to continue to hold Sunday worship at 10:30 this summer, not changing to a summer time of 
9:30 a.m. 
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If anyone would like a copy of the May-June-July issue of the Upper Room or the April-May-June issue of These 

Days sent to your home, please either leave a message on my phone (717) 532-8198 or 

email me at secretary@middlespringpc.org. 
 

A pdf copy of the June devotions from These Days will be emailed Saturday, May 30. 
 

Do you realize that June will be my third year anniversary here at Middle Spring?  How 

time flies!  I enjoy serving Pastor Kim and Middle Spring members and friends!  2020 has 

been a unique Leap Year, hasn’t it?  It had 29 days in February, 80 days in March, eight 

months in April and so far six years into May!!! 
 

We will announce at a later date when the next issue of The Messenger will be published, 
expect a mid-summer Messenger!    

Women’s Association          

Presbyterian Women’s Association The PW Women’s Study group will not resume meeting 

until September. We will continue our study from the Horizon study and details of the study 

will be in the August newsletter. We encourage all to stay home and stay safe. For those of 

you who are working we will hold you in our prayers that you will stay safe and well. We 

thank you for making it possible for the rest of us to have the necessities and health care we 

need. We all look forward to the time we can return to church and share our worship time with 

one another.  

Remember our nursing home and home bound members!   

Send a card to let them know you are thinking of them.  Help to brighten their day! 

Susie Maclay 
7 Village Square 
Menno Haven 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 

John Bruce 
Orrstown Personal Care 
3329 Orrstown Road 
Orrstown, PA  17244  

Mary Mellinger 
Room 133 
Elmcroft of Shippensburg 
129 Walnut Bottom Road 
Shippensburg PA  17257 

Jean Wenger 
Room 140 
Elmcroft of Shippensburg 
129 Walnut Bottom Road 
Shippensburg PA  17257 

Our Homebound Members 

Deacons                                             

 
 

The Deacons provide a ministry of meals to families within the church who have a need.  If 

you have any interest in preparing a meal or partial meal in support of this ministry, please 

contact the church secretary or the Deacon of the Month, Sue Beidel.  Your name will be 

added to the list.  When there is a need, the Deacon in charge of this Care and Share 

Ministry may contact you to check on your availability. 

Care and Share 

Deacon of the Month for June is Priscilla Gould.  Stevie Nordai will be the Deacon of the Month for July. 

Mary 
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Service Ministry  

MSPC will be teaming up with Christ UMC once again to help provide a community meal.  The meal will 

be held Tuesday, June 2 at Christ UMC.  This will be a drive/walk thru set up with limited number of 

helpers.  Christ UMC will be providing the meal and the helpers.  MSPC has been asked to provide the 

salad and deserts.  Salads and deserts should be prepackaged and prepared to serve 

100.   

Please contact John Dyson if you would be able to help.   

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
 

Keep on reading! 
 
Share your ideas with any member of the library committee. We 
would like the library to be a useful resource for you. 
 
Middle Spring library committee 
 
(Members of the library committee are Al and Arlene Keer, Carol McFeely, Stevie Nordai, Alice Judy, and Pat 

Summer Growth Opportunities 

The Tuesday Bible Study (now via Zoom!) will begin a new study at the end of June. We are still deciding on the 

focus of that study but if you'd like to jump into Bible study this summer you are welcome to join us! Look for 

more information in the weekly church email or contact Pastor Kim to get added to the weekly email list 

specifically for Tuesday Bible Study. 

2nd Presbyterian in Carlisle will host a zoom study focusing on Interfaith dialogue. The class will be held on 

Mondays from 11am - noon and will begin on July 6 for six weeks. Teaching the class is Rev. Bruce Humphrey, 

who in addition to being an interim pastor in our Presbytery most recently worked with Penn State to help them 

engage Interfaith issues. When available, the information will also be in our weekly email or again, let Pastor Kim 

know of your interest. 

Do you have any desire to be part of a new weekly small group or study? Especially one that would stay on zoom 

even after we resume in-person activity? If yes, please let Pastor Kim know. She's gauging interest to see about 

equipping people to start up new groups! 
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Kathy Palmer  06/02 

Linda Stolte  06/04 

Steve Dolbin  06/04 

Mark Cover  06/05 

Ethel Palmer  06/07 

Danny Chamberlin 06/07 

Kylie Reed  06/07 

Betty Harper  06/09 

Jason Henry  06/10 

Peggy Stum  06/11 

Harper Krebs  06/11 

Charlie Culbertson 06/12 

Doug Cover  06/13 

Joan Schroeder 06/18 

Woody Kelso  06/18 

Violet Barr  06/19 

Duane Stum  06/20 

John Hudock  06/24 

Dave Mosher  06/25 

Madison Cover 06/27 

Elizabeth Denning 06/28 

Tyler Cover  06/29 

DJ Rossman  06/30 

Jim and Lois Richwine   06/01 

Duane and Peggy Stum                  06/03 

Steve and Robin  Dolbin                06/04 

Marc and Patty Weibley                06/04 

Jason and Buffy Henry                  06/09 

Ken and Marie Helman        06/11           

Bill and Priscilla Gould          06/12 

Jerry and Alice Judy                       06/12 

Howard and  Alison Rife                 06/12 

Larry and Vickie Ocker                   06/15   

Bob and Betty Harper                 06/16 

Todd and Mary Lou Melisauskas    06/17 

Tom and Chris Dick             06/21 

Forest and Becky Myers            06/21  

Brian and Deanna Baer                06/22 

Paul and Donna Gill                      06/24  

Larry and Barb Singer           06/28  

Woody and Becki Kelso        06/29 

John and Gayle Alleman                  06/30 

   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~Carrie and Jared Krebs                  07/07 

Carol and Tim McFeely                    07/09 

Donna and Dave Hartman  07/26    

Cindy Hockenberry 07/01 

Jeanette Chamberlin 07/02 

Jim Richwine  07/04 

Jayne Warren  07/04 

Luke Maclay  07/04 

Howard Davis  07/07 

David Wilson  07/07 

Mitchel Hess  07/07 

Priscilla Wadlington 07/07 

Marie Helman  07/10 

Patty Weibley  07/12 

Lindsay Evanchak 07/12 

Alice Norton  07/15 

Eileen Moore  07/16 

Emma Dyson  07/17 

Dorina Saul  07/19 

Carla Hess  07/19 

Donna Hartman 07/20 

Austin Taylor  07/20 

Alice Judy  07/21 

Peggy Groce  07/21 

Emily Moore  07/21 

Teresa Miller  07/23 

Tim McFeely  07/25 

Reece Dolbin  07/26 

Forest Myers  07/28 

Allan Chamberlin 07/28 

Christopher Nodai 07/28 

June and July Birthdays 
June and July  
Anniversaries 
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